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HISTORIC EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY BACKGROUND 
 
Since its founding in 1914, Bethesda Mission has a rich history of being a Bible-based, 
Evangelical Christian Missionary Organization.  The following is documentation of that fact. 
 
The purpose statement from our 1917 Articles of Incorporation states: “The said corporation is 
formed for the purpose of reaching out a helping hand to the men and women of all races, 
nationalities and creeds for the purpose of lifting them up to God through faith in Jesus Christ 
and developing them in Christian service, to aid the poor and unfortunate, and to provide 
dormitory accommodations and meals.” 
 
Our Mission Statement reads, “Since 1914 Bethesda Mission has been a missionary arm of the 
local church, reaching out to men, women and children of all races, nationalities and creeds, 
providing the poor and homeless with shelter, food, clothing, sharing the Good News of Jesus 
Christ and discipling them in the Christian life.” 
 
Bethesda Mission adopted a revised Statement of Faith on July 20, 1999.  This statement 
includes; “We believe the Bible, as originally given, to be the revealed, authoritative Word of 
God without error.”  Because of this belief, it is important that all our teachings, policies and 
approaches to ministry are in agreement with historic, Biblical, Evangelical Christianity no 
matter what the current consensus is in our society at large. 
 
Additionally, Bethesda Mission as an organization has adopted four Biblically-based essential 
values with narratives.  These values include: our cornerstone value, “Jesus Christ is our 
foundation;” and key values: “relentless pursuit of excellence in all things,” “faithfulness in 
transforming lives,” and “integrity without compromise.”  These values all are in agreement with 
New Testament principals and were approved by the Bethesda Mission Board of Directors on 
May 18, 1999. 
 
Also, every position description requires the following qualifications of staff: “Provides a 
Biblically sound testimony of having accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and leads a life 
worthy of that profession.  Actively engages in private and corporate prayer, Bible study, regular 
church attendance and holy living.” 
 
 
PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 
 
Since Bethesda Mission is a Bible-based Evangelical Christian Missionary Organization whose 
primary reason for existence is to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we have firm beliefs about 
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social issues facing our nation.  The purpose of this document is to add clarity and detail to our 
historic methodology in ministering to individuals struggling with sexual sin and brokenness. 
 
 
BELIEFS ON SEXUAL SIN/BROKENNESS 
 
We believe the doctrines of grace as taught in the Scriptures to be those truths essential for 
salvation and for the ability to experience freedom from one's besetting sins.  Men and women 
are saved and justified, that is, made right and acceptable before the holy God, by grace through 
faith in Christ alone (Ephesians 2:8, 9).  The free offer of peace with God is available to all who 
will come to Him, having their hearts prepared and opened by the Holy Spirit to respond to the 
offer of salvation (Romans 5:1). Once justified, adopted, and set apart by God's Spirit, believers 
are kept faithful and obedient to Christ not by mere willpower but by the supernatural power of 
God who saves them for all eternity (Philippians 2:12, 13).  
 
We believe that homosexuality is not what God wills for human beings made in His image but is 
in fact, along with all other sexual sin, a distortion of God's good design (Romans 1:26, 27).  We 
affirm that God's perfect design for all sexual activity is between one man and one woman in the 
context of the marriage bond (Genesis 2:23-25). We recognize that, as a consequence of the Fall, 
all men and women are sexually broken and thus relate in twisted ways to God, self, others, and 
nature (Romans 3:23). While we believe that both homosexual desire and behavior are 
expressions of that distortion, we also believe that heterosexual sin grieves God and is as 
offensive to His holiness as is homosexual sin.  Thus all involvement with pornography, sexual 
fantasy, or other sexual activity outside of marriage is sin and is to be confessed, renounced, and 
forsaken by those who would be followers of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:1-7; Colossians 3:1, 2). 
 
We believe that God has always called men and women out of homosexuality or other sexual sin 
patterns and into the new life of His kingdom through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ 
(2 Corinthians 5:17). Thus any attempt to claim, cultivate, or promote a gay identity for oneself 
is out of place in a confessing Christian since it necessarily competes with the holy identity in 
Christ (1 Peter 1:13-16) that every believer had been given and must claim by faith. We believe 
that Christ gives to all who seek a growing freedom from the compulsive pull of all sorts of 
sinful sexual fantasy and behavior (Galatians 5). This does not preclude the possibility of serious 
lapses of love and obedience on the part of those who truly believe, but such must be evaluated 
in light of the ordinary path and process of sanctification in which God places all of his children. 
Such failure on the part of believers can never be taken as license to abolish the call to holiness 
or to allow a reinterpretation of the Scriptures that permits a "gay Christian" theology 
(Galatians 5:13).  
 
We believe the Church is the primary instrument God has chosen to use in ministering the 
reconciliation and wholeness Christ won at the cross. At the same time, believing that the Lord 
takes up all kinds of instruments into His hand for the perfecting of his people, we are thankful 
for genuine help for people struggling with sexual sin from whatever quarter it comes. 
 
It is only within this larger framework of created heterosexuality, and of humanity's fall into sin, 
that Biblical laws concerning sexual relations make sense. The seventh commandment, "Thou 
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shalt not commit adultery (Exodus 20:14, KJV)," encompasses more than marital infidelity. Any 
sexual activity outside the context of heterosexual marriage -- premarital, extramarital, same-sex 
or trans-species -- is prohibited. Jesus goes even further to include sexual fantasy as a violation 
of the seventh commandment (Matthew 5:27-28).  The catalogues of offenses where these two 
laws are found (Leviticus 18:6-23; 20:10-21) are best taken as specific applications of the 
broader prohibition against adultery, marking out the boundaries between God's created design in 
heterosexual marriage and everything else. 
 


