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          n 2015, the Kurzenknabe printing company directly adjacent to the old Fire Station was
purchased, and in August 2019 a wonderful celebration was held with hundreds of guests to praise
God for completion of the gymnasium, teen center, computer lab and outdoor space. That was
Phase I – a significant expansion of our facilities. For those of you who have been following Bethesda
Mission’s efforts to fully complete The Vision at 15th and Herr in the northern section of Allison Hill,
now is the time to fully realize this milestone. The prospect of providing modern facilities that will
attract and serve hundreds of children, teens, and adults for many years to come is certainly an
exciting legacy project.
 

(Continued on Page 2)

YOUR GIFT HELPS BETHESDA MISSION INSPIRE HOPE IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS MARCH 2022

I

Help Bethesda reach this Vision at 15th and Herr in the 'Burg! 
You can fireproof a life! 

Sincerely,

Scott Dunwoody
Executive Director

     Much of this project has been
inspired by the three youths in Daniel 3.
Because of their faith in God, those
three boys from Israel were shielded
from the flames that were meant to
destroy them! An angel of the Lord
stood beside the three and prevented
the fire from harming them. This
powerful story parallels what we desire
to do at the Community Center: build a
foundation of faith in the young people
God has entrusted to us, so that when 

        I am excited to see the fruit of this endeavor, anticipating the huge
difference it will make in the lives of our youth and preventing the
difficulties and heartache we see so many adults experience at Bethesda’s
shelters. You’ve been an integral part of "fireproofing” lives for the past 30
years out of the old fire-station-turned-youth-center, but now we need
your help to complete the expansion and reach more kids and families. 

they face the trials, the flames will not derail their lives, and they will have someone standing beside
them through it all. Join us in preventing these children and teens from entering our shelters as
adults. 

a  life



$1,732,746    Received! Praise the Lord!

$682,720       Must be raised to demolish 
                              the fire station and erect a 
                              connected 10,400 sf two
                              story building. **must reach 
                              this to  proceed**
               
 $173,000      Gets 2 story/2nd story shell 
                         with observation area, (it is  
                         CRUCIAL to involve parents, 
                         guardians, and community.)
 
$1,155,633      Complete 2-story 
                          building

Harrisburg HS 

Bethesda Community Center,
if enrolled for 2+ years
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THE VISION

Up on the Hill, is a small community center birthed inside an old
former fire station. The children and teens coming to this facility, and
their families, are being "fireproofed" to cope with and absorb the
challenges they face. They are finding hope and success, all from a
foundation of experiencing the love of God expressed through the
mentoring and dedication of faithful and gifted adults.

The expanded land and renovated
facilities will enable a much greater
variety of indoor and outdoor activities
and services for children, teens, and
adults (able to reach 150-200
kids/families)
The newly acquired .55 acres/9,000 sf
former printing building – full-sized
gymnasium/activity center for athletics
(after we raise the roof to 22’), creative
arts, education and IT support systems,
banquet/large event space, outdoor play
area, and room for senior activities.

Construction began in June 2018;
completion in August 2019.

$2,415,466    Demolish Fire Station & build 
                         new; 2 story/2nd story shell

 $172,913        Adds 2nd story observation area

 $2,588,379  Cost 

 $300,000    Finish 2nd story inside; 
                         materials/volunteer labor

 $2,888,379   Total Cost – Phase II   

112-year-old former fire station;
converted into Youth Center in 1990
For over 30 years, we’ve been building
equity in the Herr Street community of
Northern Allison Hill, Harrisburg;
reaching 50-75 kids and their families
annually.

Vision Statement: Developing relationships
with Harrisburg Area community and
discipling in a relationship with Jesus Christ
while inspiring them to reach their dreams. 

HBG GRADUATION RATES



No Middle
School Sports

Few STEAM Programs

Few Youth Sports

(Continued on Page 4)

When we look at our community and look at the challenges that we
face, two words come to sum up the problem – Access and Attitude. 
 The Harrisburg Community lacks access to many of the “luxuries”
that it’s suburban neighbors see as normal everyday things like: 
             - Quality Education 
             - Family Dynamics 
             - Extracurricular Activities

dealing with 
fatherlessness

poverty rate zip code 17103, with
an average income of $19,000/ yr

unemployment rate
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MATH READING
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RATE

COLLEGE
READINESS46%

14%

Average among 
HBG School District

Average of HBG 
High School

We know that there is a culture and
a way of life that has been handed
down to the families in this
community that needs to be 
“Taken Over.”  

That takeover needs to be done in
the heart and that is the foundation
of everything we do.

Takeover 717Takeover 717  

"For you know that it was not with
perishable things such as silver or
gold that you were redeemed
(taken over) from the empty way of
life handed down to you from your
ancestors, but with the precious
blood of Christ, a lamb without
blemish or defect."

Based on the 1 Peter 1:18 



It's time to reach more children,
teens, and families!
P.S., Please share this crucial campaign with others
who want to prevent the youth of today from
becoming shelter guests tomorrow. 

Who else do you know who will contribute to
fireproof a life? 

The Bethesda
Mission Community
Center is my second
family and has
walked with me
through some of the
most painful times
in my life.
                         Jordan

We address  the Access
problem with High Quality
Programming.

We address the Attitude
problem with the 

Discipleship Model 
After-School Program

Summer Program

Workforce Development

Sports Academies

Our program is not only fun and
engaging, but looks to be a part of the
solution with reading and math help. 

Very affordable option for children and
teens to be engaged during the
summer in a positive way.

This program gives teens opportunities to
learn 21st Century success tools through
paid internships at the Community
Center. 

With high quality training and facilities,
the sports academies will sharpen skills
for AAU and recruiting opportunities. 

We build intentional relationships with
our students and families to share the
love of Jesus with them. We know having
access to education, money, and other
resources is necessary and helps them
for their life now. However, all of that is
just temporary. Real change comes from
a relationship with Jesus. All Aspects of
our programming involve discipleship. 

Cash & publicly traded securities

Real estate valued by current
appraisal

Current cash value of life
insurance policies where
Bethesda Mission becomes the
owner and beneficiary of policy

Estate gifts under wills and trusts
paid or in process of being paid
due to expiration of all
intervening contingencies 

Multi-year commitments
acceptable

Naming options available
for significant contributions!

Simply return the reply card
included in this letter with your
contribution to Bethesda Mission,
PO Box 3041, Harrisburg, PA 17105, or
visit bethesdamission.org/fireproof
to donate online. 


