
Memo: 
Date: July 14, 2021 

To: Bethesda Volunteers 

From: Scott Dunwoody, Executive Director 

 Rebecca Clymer, Volunteer/Events Coordinator 
 
Re: Update on Volunteer Opportunities  

 

Staff here at Bethesda Mission want to thank you for your patience and understanding during the last 

16 months. We look forward to seeing you rejoin us, as our community continues to return to a more 

normal status. Thank you for your willingness to serve the Mission and its guests.  

Volunteer opportunities are continuing to open across areas of the Mission. All volunteer openings are 

scheduled through our Volunteer Coordinator, Rebecca Clymer. 

One volunteer opportunity most sought after is serving food to the guests living at the Men's Shelter. 

We are reopening this opportunity with the following policy: 
 

We are limiting our volunteers serving a meal to 5 for now. Volunteers are not required 

or are being asked to wear a mask, regardless of whether they are vaccinated or not; 

volunteers will have the freedom to choose. 

Soupline (street homeless) will continue to be given boxed meals outside the shelter, 

served by our guests and volunteers. 
 
The Men’s Shelter continues to practice sterilization measures throughout the facility, willingly 

implemented with our guests; the Medical Clinic and Dental Clinics staff and volunteers continue to 

wear masks, just as is required at hospitals, doctor’s offices, and medical facilities. 

Be aware that all our guests living at the Men’s Shelter have been offered vaccinations, as will any 

new guests coming in; about 50% have decided to receive the vaccine. 
 

CDC guidance for shelters says they recommend masks for all, whether vaccinated or not. This 

guidance also instructs shelters to make decisions based on tracking local COVID case numbers, 

deaths and vaccination rates in determining policies. In the Central PA region, for the past few months, 

cases and deaths have been reduced significantly with single digit numbers over the past month. 

Vaccination rates are approaching 60%, and with a significant number of non-vaccinated individuals 

who likely contracted COVID but were not tested, who developed antibodies, the percentages increase 

significantly.  

  

(For your understanding as you come to volunteer at the Men’s Shelter, our Admission Policy, 

distributed to the community, opening up the shelter to new guests, is detailed on the next page) 

 

We ask that whether you volunteer physically or not, you continue to uphold the Mission, guests and 

staff before the Lord in prayer. If you have any questions please contact Rebecca Clymer at: 

rclymer@bethesdamission.org. 

 

 

 

mailto:rclymer@bethesdamission.org


Admissions Policy 

Bethesda Mission’s Men’s Shelter   

Admissions Policy/July 1, 2021 

 

-- Shelter is Open for any man seeking help. 

 

-- Each guest will be registered upon entering, given an assessment and assigned a Life Coach 

who will hear their story and offered “life recovery” services; intake schedule is as follows: all 

day Sunday through Thursday and Fridays till 2:30 pm 

 

-- Bethesda Mission’s priority for each man is that they seek “life recovery”; this involves 

hearing their story, what their goals and needs are, offering a variety of services to address the 

challenges they have been facing. 

  

-- To remain in the Shelter, each guest must be willing to work on their recovery, committed to 

Bethesda's programming, responsibilities and restrictions, all of which are effective for both the 

individual guest and the shelter overall.  

If a guest is not willing to work on their recovery, declines the services offered, their stay in the 

Shelter will be limited to 10 days. 

 

-- Some of our boundaries include: 
 
♦  We will not accept guests on Suboxone or Methadone; dormitory setting is not conducive for 

guests on these drugs; 

for those who have been prescribed these drugs, we work with other settings where these 

treatments are used, and upon recovery, return to our Shelter can occur for further life recovery 

progress 
  
♦  Continue to limit the number of residents in the Men’s Shelter  

to a maximum of 98, with no more than 20 persons sleeping in    

the Chapel. 

 

Any possible referrals from agencies need to contact Bethesda Mission by phone at 717 257-

4440. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


