
“Fireproofing” Fundometer is Rising!
by Scott Dunwoody, V.P. of Business Development

continued on page 2

So prove it:
u 100 teens have come through our Youth 

Center over the past 5 years
u 57 teens have completed 2 or more 

years in our program
u 28 are eligible for graduation; 24 

graduated (86%) and one is entering 
Job Core

u 10 of 57 had legal issues, probation, etc. 
(17%)

 u 3 to juvenile detention (5%);  
 u 7 were eligible for graduation, 5 of 

the 7 graduated (71%)
u Harrisburg City School District:
 u Graduation Rate in 2014 - 42%
 u Reading Level 11th Grade - 18% to 

27% in last 5 years  
 u Elementary Schools - 15% to 50%
 u Statewide Levels - 70% to 80%

These kids have wonderful aspirations with 
many gifts.  Our dedicated staff at the 

converted fire station on Herr Street 
are nurturing and mentoring 

these impressionable lives 
and their families, and 

the results are very 
encouraging.

Partnering in this 
legacy project 
includes foundations, 
businesses, churches, 

and individuals.  Here 
are some of their 

impressions: 

1 M

L   ook what the Harrisburg Region is doing to 
reach more kids and families at Bethesda’s 

Community Center.  We’re closing in on 70%, 
nearly $1.3M, in funds raised toward the $1.8M 
legacy project. “It is great that Bethesda 
reaches men and women struggling with 
addiction and abuse, and we want you to do 
that well, but what are you doing to reach the 
kids, to help prevent the chaotic cycle from 
repeating itself?” If we had $1000 for every 
time this question is asked, we would have 
already reached our goal! 

Our answer – 25 years of reaching children, 
teens and families at our Youth Center, and 
now to become an expanded Community 
Center.  Yes, we confidently envision 
mentoring and nurturing 200+ kids and 
their families from our present 75.

Bethesda’s Overall Response to the Value of 
this Community Center: 
“We have been making a 
difference in Allison Hill for 
25 years by getting to 
the kids and exposing 
them to positive 
influences that 
will keep them in 
school, keep them 
out of the criminal 
justice system, 
and inspire them 
to work hard for a 
better life.”

1.3 M

1.8 M
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“Fireproofing” Fundometer is Rising!
Continued from page 1

FOUNDATIONS 
Letort Trust/Atgooth Foundation Katie Clarke, President 
“We were all immediately impressed with Bethesda Mission’s vision 
for the Youth Center Expansion Project.  The plans for the finished 
facility, coupled with obvious passion of the dedicated staff, will provide 
endless opportunities for the youth of Harrisburg.  It’s evident that they 
are currently changing lives of the children that have been a part of the 
program.” — Katie Clarke

CHURCHES
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church of Hershey
“Shining Light on God’s Glory” - kids helping kids; offerings designated toward 
our CC Matching fund. Kids used bucket drums for their music and collection; 
kids really enjoyed seeing the offerings grow. 

INDIVIDUALS 
Mary Cobb, Grandmother
“I live across the street from the Youth Center and my grandchildren spend a 
lot of time at my house, especially after school and during the summer. I am 
so thankful that they have some place to go make friends! The Youth Center 
is a wonderful program not only for the children but for the community. I’m 
glad that, with the new building, they will be able to do more for people of 
all ages. They do SO much already!” — Mary Cobb

BUSINESSES
Dan Sunderland, President, Sun Motors
“Once I visited the Youth Center and heard about the vision for its 
expansion, I was instantly inspired to help the kids.  Knowing that this 
program is improving the graduation rates of the kids attending and 
helping prepare them for their future was a powerful pull to help. I am 
looking forward to supporting the building project so that they can reach 
even more kids in the future.” — Dan Sunderland

Upcoming Special Event   
October 22 Community Day   

11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Ways to reach the final $500,000:
Raise more funds; materials donations;
volunteer labor; organize group fundraisers

Come and experience the Community Center!
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Building a Stronger Community!
by Serina Brown, Director of Community Center

I  t has been said that it takes a village to raise a 
child, but what does it take to build a community?  

We have been moving toward a dream that will, by 
God’s grace, bring lasting change for generations to 
come.  Acts 4:32 (ESV) says, “Now the full number 
of those who believed were of one heart and soul, 
and no one said that any of the things that belonged 
to him was his own, but they had everything in 
common.”  What does it mean to be of one heart and 
soul?  The Community Center is pushing forward with 
great vision -  not only to win the lost but to unite a 
community in Christ, that says if you hurt, I hurt - a 
community that sees the need of one and is sure to 
see that not one family lacks in anything.  In reality 
this vision seems unreachable or unattainable, but in 
God united with you standing in agreement with us, 
this can and will become reality.  Here are some of 
the visions and dreams that our staff carries for the 
Community Center:  

A  ndre says:  “I envision the Community Center 
being a pillar in the community -  a place where 

spiritual, emotional, educational, and physical needs 
are being met - a place that is “owned” by the 
community, with everyone working together to bring 
change into Harrisburg.  I envision a place where a 
grandma, who is raising her grandchildren, can get 
support - a place where young families can come for 
encouragement - a place where a teen who sees no 
hope can find it.  I envision a place where leaders are 
being trained for the next generation and I envision a 
place where God is at the center and peace can fill 
the hearts of those who meet Him.”

A  lex says:  “How can we regard others more 
highly than ourselves?  I hope to see the 

community center continue to grow as a place where 
people know that they’re valued.  In a world of fiery 
disunity and confusion, my prayer would be for 
people to not just know, but feel God’s love through 
His people, as they engage with their community.  

Each person we encounter is precious and deserves 
to be honored as such through sincere relationships 
that help strengthen them in their physical, emotional, 
educational and spiritual needs.”

S  teph says:  “Becoming a Community Center 
means that we will be able to help families and 

the overall community in a more holistic way.  As a 
Youth Center, we have been able to influence the 
youth within the city and have been able to build 
relationships with their families as well.  Connecting 
with youth is positive, but the connection with their 
families is a powerful one that drastically changes 
the amount of positive impact we are able to have.  
By becoming a Community Center, current and 
new relationships with parents and families will be 
dramatically strengthened.  We are no longer here just 
to connect with families for the sake of youth, but now 
there can be a deeper connection to offer beneficial 
services to the adults of the community as well.”

D  ave says: “I see the Community Center as a 
place for multiple organizations to collaborate 

and network to ultimately unite the city of Harrisburg.  

The Youth Center staff are all smiles, 
envisioning the impact on the neighborhood 

with the upcoming Community Center!

continued on page 4
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Building a 
Stronger 

Community!
Continued from page 3

I envision a space for students to be 
encouraged to express themselves 
through the use of creative outlets 
(i.e. art, music, media, etc.) and not 
be judged for who they are.  I see a place where hurting individuals and 
families can find comfort in support groups so they know they’re not alone in 
their struggles.  The Community Center I imagine is a place rooted in honesty, 
love, and acceptance so people can feel comfortable to be themselves when 
they enter our doors.”

B  J says:  “For our families, I envision the Community Center continuing to 
be a fun and safe environment to send their kids after school, to continue 

to be aided in development, and helping to set them up for successful 
futures within their community.  The Community Center will act as a getaway 
from the issues in the city.  They will be able to come into a welcoming 
environment where they can take advantage of a plethora of opportunities 
to better themselves and others.  I see the Community Center as being a 
place when people can come together to build a stronger rapport with their 
neighbors and others around them, where unity of this broken city can be 
driven, and we can begin to see a change in the community and the city as 
a whole.”

Will you consider joining us in this dream of great impact and change?  Pray 
about how you can partner with us whether financially or in prayer - you 
can make a difference!  In a world filled with so much chaos you can  make 
a difference one step at a time.  Whether it is helping our neighbors or our 
cities it is only together that we can build a stronger community.

Kenneth A. Ross
DIRECTOR of COMMUNITY RELATIONS

EDITOR of NEW LIFE

Chuck Wingate
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Aaron C. Jackson CHAIRMAN

Don Schin VICE CHAIRMAN

Dr. Gordon Kauffman SECRETARY

James G. Tatnall TREASURER

Sheila M. Anderson
Jeff Coleman
Warren L. Dutka
Mark A. Everest 
Mark Hopkins 
Kevin Lutz
William Wray
Sherburne P. Hill DIRECTOR EMERITUS

The Bethesda Mission is a 
member of the Evangelical 
Council for Financial 
Accountability. Membership 
in the ECFA is your assurance 
that we adhere to the highest 
standards of financial integrity.

Scott Dunwoody
VICE PRESIDENT OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

VOLUNTEER NEEDS
• Women’s Mission receptionist
• Youth Center helpers

Contact Debbie King, Volunteer Coordinator 
at 717-257-4442, ext. 222.
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serving Christ in partnership with the Mission.  After 
returning to their church, a team of volunteers sort the 
food into portions to be handed out later in the day to 
families living in a low-income housing development 
in Mechanicsburg, many of whom are Somalis of 
Muslim faith.

Pastor Terry’s efforts are a testament to the positive, 
enduring results of consistency.  It brings to mind the 
wisdom in a passage from the epistle to the Colossians, 

During the Fall, for the past several years, Bethesda 
Mission has participated in the Rescue Mission 

Food Drive.  For our Outreach staff, it marks a 
fast-paced kickoff to the holiday season.  More 
importantly, thanks to the public’s generosity, the 
drive provides the Mission with a large supply of 
staple, non-perishable food items, some of which will 
be packed into grocery bags and donated to families 
in need, the very work that began Bethesda Mission’s 
Outreach many years ago. 

The story goes that sometime in the mid ‘90s, before 
we had the luxury of warehouse storage, several 
pallets of food were donated to the mission.  Staff and 
volunteers responded quickly by packing the donated 
food into grocery bags to be given to the needy.  It 
went so well that staff and volunteers thought . . . why 
quit?  So they didn’t and continued packing the bags 
every month.  As the needs grew, so did the number 
of bags being donated.  Today, close to 1,500 food 
bags are donated to families in need every month!  
And guess what?  Groups of volunteers provide all of 
the manpower to pull it off.  Collectively, it takes more 
than 100 hours of service from faithful volunteers and 
nearly 14,000 lbs. of food to fill the 1,500 bags every 
month!  You can imagine our constant need for non-
perishable food donations. 

How is Bethesda Mission’s Outreach then able to get 
these bags to families and folks in need?  Thankfully, 
14 dedicated churches, who distribute the bags in 
their respective communities, partner with us.  One 
of these church partners is West Shore Free Church 
in Mechanicsburg, PA.  On Wednesday mornings for 
the past six years, Terry Allison, Pastor of Children’s 
Ministry at the church, and his right-hand man, Joel 
Gordon, a church elder, drive Terry’s pickup truck 
to our Outreach location at the Mission Central 
warehouse in Mechanicsburg to pick up food bags, 
fresh produce, and baked goods.  Rain or shine Terry 
and Joel arrive, always happy to see us and to be 

The Food Chain
by Zachary Kinard, Director of Outreach

Pictured from left to right, Zach Kinard  
(Director of Outreach Ministry), Joel Gordon 
(church elder), Garry Andreano (Warehouse 
Lead), and Pastor Terry Allison (Pastor of 
Children’s Ministry at the West Shore Free 

Church in Mechanicsburg) take a break from 
loading the truck with food and supplies for 
their monthly distribution to those in need.
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The Food Chain
Continued from page 5

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as 
for the Lord and not for men, knowing 
that from the Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward. You are 
serving the Lord Christ.” (Colossians 
3:23-24)  Through persistent love and the 
service of providing food, Terry has built 
trust and strong relationships with many 
of the Muslim families, who through 
this ministry are experiencing Christ’s 
love.  In the last year alone, Terry and his 
church have provided 1,525 food bags 
and more than 58,000 lbs. of produce 
and baked goods to these families.

Terry has beautiful stories of how this 
trust has led to additional opportunities 
for him and other church members to 
serve these families beyond providing 
food . . . examples of the compounding 
work of God.  A woman who needed assistance 
learning computer skills and searching for a job 
was connected to the local literacy council.  A man 
unable to pay for a car repair received financial help 
from the church.  Youth looking for a service project 
ended up volunteering at the church’s daycare on 
Sunday mornings.  On one occasion, on a cold day 
last winter, a woman shared with Terry that her home 
had been without heat for more than a year.  Terry 
dug a bit deeper, and it was discovered that her heat 
pump wasn’t working.  The woman was not aware 
that this was something the housing management’s 
maintenance team was responsible to repair.  A week 
later, when Terry returned again with food, a group 

“An old fashioned block party is held for families in 
need by Terry Allison, Pastor of Children’s Ministry at 
the West Shore Free Church in Mechanicsburg, PA, and 

his right-hand man, church elder, Joel Gordon.”

Thank You!
“Bethesda Mission would like to thank the Menasha Packaging Company of York, PA and the 
Mechanicsburg Area Foundation for funding important equipment upgrades at the Outreach 

Warehouse, enabling safe and efficient delivery of donated food throughout the region!”

of men were busy installing a new heat pump for the 
woman.  The church has also had the opportunity 
to hold an annual block party for families that has 
included a cookout, activities for the children, and a 
chance to meet with community leaders. 

It’s truly amazing to see how one small act of kindness 
leads to a myriad of ways of loving others and receiving 
that same love back.  Working with partners like Terry 
is a great reminder that amidst a world of headline-
grabbing violence and fear, the chain of our humanity 
can remain unbroken when we choose love.  We are 
thankful for all of our partners and donors who are 
helping to make this happen. 
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IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY
Marian Auxt Lee & Ruth Nace
Ernest & Betty Baker Teresa A. Page
Gerald Burkholder Georgeanne Burkholder
Paul Caso Peter & Marguerite Caso
Betsy Davidson Lois A. Polleck
Susan E. Davis Arthur & Sally Davis
Helen H. DeLuca Theodore B. DeLuca
William R. Dixon Gladys S. Dixon
Andrew Dolinger Belco Community 
    Credit Union
   James & Elaine Burns
   Tricia A. Heisey
Emil Dzur Polaris Advisors, LLC
Harvey H. Ebersole, Jr. Gary & Diane Beck
   The Roy B. Ebersole 
    Family
   James & Gail Frey
   Frank & Sharon Greiner
   L & W Demolition Co., Inc.
   Gilbert & Marilyn 
    Morrissey
   White, Rudy & Co., LLP
   Carol & Randall Wright
Lindsay Estacio -  David & Lori Lewis
 our beloved daughter 
Steven Esworthy George & Carol McCall
Bob Evans Barry & Sally Griffith
Helen Fosselman Bob & Sandra Swab
George Joseph Frak Joyce Somers Frak
Barbara Fressie Mary Ann Miick
Walter Hanlin Kathleen Hanlin
   Dale & Susan Kastelic
   Robert & Joyce Killian
   David & Linda Potter
   Karen Wolfe & Family
Dawn W. Hendricks Burton B. Hendricks
E. N. & Carrie Hershey Robert E. Shaffer
Joseph R. Hoeflich -  George & Carol McCall
 Father’s Day 
Mary “Molly” Hoffman David I. Hoffman
Marie J. Keiser Astro Chapter 
    No. 380 O.E.S.
   Joseph Bauccio
   Todd & Sharon Brewer
   Brown & Huet Families
   The Crampton Family
   D M F Dental 
    Laboratory, Inc.
   Arthur & Sally Davis
   Jeff & Andrea Dietz
   Don & Anna Maria Enders

MEMORIALS & TRIBUTES
IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY
Marie J. Keiser John & Margaret Gorman
   Griffith & Johnson, PC CPA
   Fred & Betty Gutshall
   Hilton-Diminick 
    Orthodontic Assoc.
   Arthur & Marion Kunkle
   Craig & Cathy Kunkle
   Ladies Oriental Shrine #29
   Phyllis A. Mengel
   John & Alice Muscalus
   Patrick & Margaret 
    Rosenella
   Fred & Beth Rudy
   Joseph & Virginia Stimmel
   W.C. Eshenaur & Son Inc.
Michael J. Lembesis Balchunas Siblings
   Robert Bowman
   Robert & Edward Brenner
   James Delaney
   Marty Lane
   Maria & Bill Logan
   Sheri Phillips
   Wilsbach Distributors, Inc.
James Loy Fay L. Loy
Kathleen Luscavage Ella Mavretic
Marjorie Mandes Betty & Paul Briner
Violet Margeson Walter & Cynthia 
    Margeson
George L. McCall, Sr. -   George & Carol McCall
 Father’s Day   
Marlin Samuel McElheny Linda McElheny
   Richard Romberger
A. Eugene Miller George & Elaine Deppen
Joe Montgomery Kenneth & Edie McPherson
Shirley Mae Moore Catherine Finley
Dorothy M. Morris Neill Funeral Home, Inc
Paul & Beatrice Mumma Linda P. Mills
Michael H. Murray -  Sandra Corbitt
 brother 
Brandy Myers Georgeanne Burkholder
   Deanna Diodato
Dale Nace Lee & Ruth Nace
O. William ‘Bill’ Neidig Evelyn S. Neidig
Richard Palo Mark, Jane & Emily 
    Mendlow
Rev. & Mrs.  Susan Rooke
 Stuart H. Perrin 
Lesley Ramos Barb & Jesse Singleton
Warren George &   Joyce Somers Frak
 Barbara Slocum Somers 
Gene Spang Ella Mavretic

IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY
Linda Spangler Ed & Randy Ionni
   Ken & Stephanie 
    Richardson
Mildred Stahor Deborah Merced
Thelma Stahor Deborah Merced
Delores Stahr David & Penny Shuey
Ethel M. Swartz John T. Swartz
Elizabeth A. Wingate Georgeanne Burkholder
   Jim & Tamara Hepfer
   Eric & Sue May
   Peter & Laura Rothacker
James Yeager Joyce E. Yeager

IN HONOR OF GIVEN BY 
Georgeanne Burkholder -  Ladonna Martin
 service to 
 Bethesda Mission 
H. Steven Campbell -  Abe & Pat Campbell
 retirement 
Barry Davis Jacob Hopkins
David Dyson -  Denise & Michael
 60th Birthday  Rentschler
Walter Glover Yolanda Glover-Ballantyne
Randy Hair - Birthday Trinity UMC – Good 
    Samaritan Class
Jesus Christ Herman G. Fersner
Our Lord & Savior,  Reed & Andrea Galinac
 Jesus Christ 
Marleen Karns Ruth Rudderow
Eric & Alicia Lindsay Brian Lindsay
George L. McCall -  Scott & Nancy Campbell
 68th Birthday 
Messiah Lutheran Church Albert McClain
Randy Nelson Stacey Clarke
Ken & Louise Peterman Scott Gardner
Donald Prowell - Birthday Nancy A. Prowell
Helen Smith - 90th Birthday Marty & Candy Johnson
Joan Walters - Birthday Ronald Katzman
Audrey & Ed Weger -  Lee & Ruth Nace
 12th Birthday’s 
Charles Wingate -  John & Ann Marie Judson
 work at 
 Bethesda Mission

IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY
IN HONOR OF GIVEN BY 
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MISSION
STATEMENT

CORE
VALUES

Since 1914, Bethesda Mission has been a missionary arm of the local church, 
reaching out to men, women, and children of all races, nationalities and creeds, 
providing the poor and homeless with shelter, food, clothing, sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ and discipling them in the Christian life.

Cornerstone Value: Jesus Christ Is Our Foundation
Core Values: Relentless Pursuit of Excellence in All Things
 Faithfulness in Transforming Lives
 Integrity Without Compromise

MISSION NEEDS

SAVE THE DATE!

Men’s Mission
• Towels
• Washcloths
• Underwear (L, XL, XXL, 

and larger)
• Coats
• Blankets
• Warm footwear
• Thermal socks
• Waterproof boots

Women’s Mission
• Women’s Devotional Bibles
• Warm gloves for moms & 

children
• Dishcloths
• Small nightstand lights/lamps
• Journals
• Stamps
• Paper products
• A GPS

Community Center
• Kitchen trash cans
• Laptop computers
• $5 fast food gift cards
• $5 Colonial Park Mall gift cards
• $5 Harrisburg Mall gift cards
• Lifeway gift cards for music
• Front end washer & dryer
• Commercial refrigerator
• Industrial mops/brooms/scrub brushes

Outreach-Warehouse
• Electric pallet jack ($3,000)
• Graphic wrap for box truck ($3,600)
• 1 new manual pallet jack ($250)
• 8 replacement upright sections of 

warehouse shelving ($2,500 total)
• General warehouse equipment 

upgrades ($2,000)
• New forklift wheels ($500)
• 2 load bars ($200)

Transitional Living
• A 7- or 8-passenger van
• Monthly bus tickets for guests to 

get to work
• Work boots (Call 525-9052 for sizes)

• Winter coats (Call 525-9025 for sizes)
• ESV Study Bibles & Christian literature
• Christmas presents for guests

Medical/Dental Clinic
• Anti-fungal cream
• Allergy medication
• Aspirin 81mg
• Band-Aids – medium
• Cold medication
• Debrox – ear wax removal
• Eye drops & eye wash
• Finger & toe-nail clippers

Please drop off all donations anytime at
611 Reily Street, Harrisburg, PA … Thank You!

21st Annual Gospel Music Festival
Saturday, November 12, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.

Mechanicsburg Middle School
Hosted by: Randy Simpson.  Featuring: 

The Kingsmen, The Lesters & The Millers
Visit bethesdamission.org for additional/ticket information or  

call 717-385-8901  (After 3:00 p.m. call 717-421-2730)

Visit Amazon.com Gifts & Wish Lists to purchase new items from our needs list!

Food Services
• 2- or 3- door commercial 

refrigerator
• Fish & meats (tuna, beef, pork, 

sausage, bacon, chicken)
• Cheese, Milk, & Butter
• #10 cans of vegetables & fruits
• Fresh & Frozen vegetables
• Spaghetti & tomato sauces
• Sugar & Spices
• Pancake mix & syrup
• Salad dressings
• Pizza oven
• 40-quart commercial mixer
• Steamer cabinet
• Chef knives

• 12-ounce cereal bowls
• Shelving kits
• Bun pan rack
• 39-gallon trash bags
• Cafeteria trays
• Mop buckets
• Blender
• 32-gallon trash containers
• 2 insulated beverage dispensers
• 20 metal, stack chairs with vinyl 

padded seats
• Aprons & Latex gloves
• Napkins
• Utility carts

Mobile Mission
• Blankets
• Sweatshirts with hoods (Hoodies)
• Gloves
• Long underwear
• Tee shirts
• Boxer shorts
• Socks
• Deodorant
• Tooth brushes & toothpaste
• Razors
• Women’s pads & tampons
• Women’s underwear
• Men’s underwear
• AAA & AA batteries

CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS NEEDED!
• Women’s bathrobes & 

slippers
• Gift cards
• Toys for the children
• New men’s sweatshirts, 

socks, hats, & gloves

• Gauze sponges 2” X 2”
• Heat pads/cool packs
• Imodium 
• Lip balm
• Maalox tablets/liquid
• Multi-vitamins
• Muscle rub
• Non-alcoholic mouthwash

• Soft toothbrushes
• Orajel
• Soft pics
• Dental floss
• Denture adhesive 

& tablets

Featuring:    The Kingsmen   •   The Lesters   •   The Millers

Randy 
Simpson
Randy 
Simpson
Hosted By:Hosted By:

The LestersThe LestersThe KingsmenThe Kingsmen

The MillersThe Millers
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