
The Commemorative Brochure, distributed this past 
summer, was Bethesda Mission’s gracious thank 
you to our donors for 100 years of life changing 
impact for thousands of men, women and children 
in the Harrisburg region. However, it also painted the 
challenging picture of what lies ahead as Bethesda’s 
next 100 years of rescue begins today.  “The Mission 
is Renewed.”

Strewn across our cityscape is the reality that many 
lives face a dark world, one with little hope; this 
is contrasted with Bethesda Mission shining the 
penetrating light of God’s grace and mercy, and what 
a difference it makes.

As the next 100 years begins, Bethesda is launching 
a fresh new look entitled, Inspire Hope.  There are 
compelling reasons for doing this, so let 
me share those:

• the phrase, “I never knew 
you did all that”, keeps 
emerging from the 
community, even from 
many donors 

• the community’s 
impression of 
Bethesda Mission is 
very positive;  in other 
words, our overall 

“brand equity” is known 
and highly regarded

• however, when asked, 
many will respond – oh yes, 
Bethesda Mission, isn’t that at 
611 Reily Street, a shelter for men

• our donor base is aging 
and decreasing; in past 5 
years – 14,000 to 10,000

• 75% of our donors 
have never been to a 
fundraising event

• equal split between 
men and women in our 
community and donor 
base 

• 40% of local community has never donated to 
Bethesda Mission

Brand Messaging/Simplified

Men’s Mission, 
Women’s Mission,  

Children’s Mission 

• Connect to Greater 
Harrisburg Community

• Expand the Donor Base

• Maintain Christian 
Principles, but Connect 
to Secular Market

• Increase Targeting to 
Younger Generation

InspIre Hope
by Scott Dunwoody, Vice President of Business Development

BETHESDA
MISSION

MEN’S MISSION
Outreach
Shelter
Transitional Living
Community Support

WOMEN’S MISSION
Outreach
Shelter
Transitional Living
Community Support

CHILDREN’S
MISSION
Outreach
Community Support

continued on page 2
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Marketing 
Inspire Hope

It is true that 
B e t h e s d a 
Mission can 
triage the 
i m m e d i a t e 
needs for food, 
clothing, and a 
place to lie down 
at night.  But the 
real strength of 
the brand, and 
i n c i d e n t a l l y 
our most obvious value to the community, is 
our high success rate of transforming people 
with enormous life problems into valuable, 
contributing members of society. 

Throughout the next year, Bethesda Mission 
will be advertising messages on billboards, 
social media, bus shelters, radio, publications, 
website, newsletters/appeals, and at events.  
Here are samples of the kinds of powerful 
messages that this community will see: 

Reaching our Community, 
One Man, One Woman, One Child 
at a Time

Your investment in
“Real Life-Changing Transformation” 

Call to Action

•	 Share	the	Story	of	Bethesda Mission 
with one other person

•	 Invite	them	to	come	for	a	Tour,	to	an	
Event, to Volunteer.

InspIre Hope
continued from page 1

Help us inspire hope in men’s lives by donating to 
the Bethesda Mission. From food to medical needs, 
your gift gives men the hope needed to overcome 
their challenges and live the lives they deserve.

defeated alcohol.
 inspired hope.

©2014 Bethesda Mission. All rights reserved.

Help us inspire hope in children’s lives by giving to 
Bethesda Mission. Your gift will aid us in giving 
children the confidence and foundation they need 
to move forward and flourish in their future lives.

found his values.
 inspired hope.

©2014 Bethesda Mission. All rights reserved.

©2014 Bethesda Mission. All rights reserved.

kicked addiction.
 inspired hope.

Help us inspire hope in women’s lives by donating 
to the Bethesda Mission. Your gift will not only give 
women the hope needed to overcome their challenges, 
it will help them live the lives they truly deserve.

Help us inspire hope in the lives of others by donating 
money to the Bethesda Mission. From medical 
needs to the future facility upgrades at our Women’s 
Shelter, your gift gives others the hope to overcome 
their challenges and live the lives they deserve.

paid it forward
 inspired hope

©2014 Bethesda Mission. All rights reserved.
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A popular Christian song by Josh Wilson poignantly 
tells the story of the relentless challenge that hurting 
people face.  For those knocking on Bethesda’s doors, 
we graciously offer opportunities to shine God’s 
penetrating light, reaching into lives so filled with 
darkness.  Here are some of the words: 
 
One million reasons why, you 

shouldn’t even try.
After all you’re just one heart, 

a single candle in the dark.
And there are shadows here, 

feeding on your fears,
That you don’t have what it 

takes - who are you to make 
a change?

But oh, oh, don’t underestimate 
the God you follow. 

Whatever you do, just don’t 
look back.

Oh somebody needs the light 
you have.

Whatever you do, just don’t lose heart.
Keep on pushing back the dark.
 
The city on a hill, it should be shining still.
Every sinner saved by grace, has a purpose, has 

a place.
Inside the bigger plan, we might not understand.
But if we just keep walking on, we will see the 

Kingdom come, yeah.

Whatever you do, just don’t look back,

Let your lights all shine!  Let your lights all shine!

Trust you caught and felt the impact of the artwork and 
message in the Celebration Brochure – it captures the 
unbelievable challenge and reality of the dark gray 
world that our guests have faced, some for many, many 

years, losing all hope.  All efforts 
tried by these guests, most of 
which are terribly destructive, 
(yes they have tried them all), 
have failed to bring about a 
life-restoring change.  

Bethesda introduces structure, 
boundaries, accountability – 
foreign concepts to most of them, 
all wrapped in the foundation of 
a loving God who never can be 
underestimated.  Every day at 
Bethesda this God shows up, who 
inspires us to offer a Savior, who 
won the ultimate battle over death 
and darkness, who is available to 

all who will believe and receive his forgiveness.

Your partnership with Bethesda is treasured and is 
reaping changed lives!       
Help us in the years ahead to keep on “pushing back 
the dark!”

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted,
and rescues those who are crushed”
Psalm 34:18  

May all of us let our lights shine!

pusHIng Back tHe Dark!
by Scott Dunwoody, Vice President of Business Development

Volunteer neeDs
•	 Volunteers	needed	to	come	to	the	Youth	Center	to	teach	life	skills	to	families,	such	as	budgeting,	self-

protection,	good	touch	–	bad	touch,	parenting,	etc.		
•	 Volunteers	needed	to	teach	computer	skills	at	the	Men’s	Shelter

Contact	Debbie	King,	Volunteer	Coordinator	at	717-257-4442,	ext.	222.
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As Christa explains, “I 
was a lost person.  I had 
gotten caught up with the 
wrong people and lived 
a very dark lifestyle full 
of drugs, alcohol, control 
and manipulation.  I had 
absolutely no relationship 
with Christ.”  While in jail, 
Christa talked with God for 
the first time in a very, very 
long time.  She sensed 
that He was leading her 
to the Bethesda Mission’s 
Women Mission, even 
though she desired to go 
somewhere else.

“My first six months were 
a struggle.  It was hard 
learning how to accept 
myself and others without 
the use of drugs.  But God 
loved me and accepted 
me, just where I was.  It 
was hard to sit still and 
learn that God is God.  But 
wow, God really is God!  I experienced this personally 
when I was in a really bad spot, emotionally.  I was 
on the phone leaving a message on a voicemail to go 
and buy drugs.  However, the staff knew something 
was wrong and called me in to talk and pray.  Their 
intervention spoke volumes of the love that Christ has 

for me.  The ‘light bulb’ 
went on that day and it 
saved my life.  I realized 
that I wasn’t rejected and 
wasn’t unloved for the 
things that I had done.”

“Today, I love my relationship 
with Christ.  I want to live 
for Him!  I realize that there 
is no going back.  He is 
healing my life.  I am still 
living in the main building, 
but know that eventually 
I will move over into the 
Transitional Living Program.  
But I am no longer in a 
rush to have things my way.  
I will wait on the Lord.”

“Things are going pretty 
well for me now.  My Bible 
classes are good, I am 
enjoying my inside and 
outside groups, I have 
made great friends with my 
sisters in the house, I found 

a good home church, and I’m hopeful for tomorrow.  
I’m thankful to the Mission and I am hopeful about life.  
I have 15 months of sobriety!  My will is not important 
anymore – His will is all that I want or need!  I hope 
that by sharing my life’s journey, I can inspire hope in 
others!” 

reacHIng our communIty
one man, one Woman, one cHIlD 

at a tIme!
InspIrIng Hope!

by Shelley Brooks, Women’s Mission Director

Christa is a fantastic woman who sought 
shelter from the storms of life and found that 
indeed, life can be new, exciting, and full of 

hope through Jesus Christ!
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An awakening is happening in the hearts 
of the youth all over the world.  However, 
if all we focus on is the violence, drugs 
and teen pregnancies it may be easy to 
miss the fact that there is hope in the 
midst of every dark place.  They come 
to the Youth Center battling with many 
different life issues:  families who don’t 
believe in God, broken homes, and 
abuse to name a few.  There are days 
when the issues are so strong that light 
seems impossible.  The kids are at times 
so distracted by all the life pressures 
that at best, all the staff is able to do 
is listen, pray and offer the one true 
strength that we know and that is God.  
He is the one and only strength that can 
see them through their situations.  With 
great responsibility we are charged to 
be that light of God, especially when individuals are 
blinded by the darkness.  

Kailyn, who is 12 years old, has recently been struggling 
with following the ways of the street.  She was 
constantly lying to her mother, staying out late hours 
and skipping Youth Center activities (which before this 
were very rare).  She was also failing in school.  Her 
mom called because she was in desperate need of 
help.  She saw her daughter heading down a bad path 
but felt helpless.  Kailyn was feeling stuck, searching.   
It took some time for Kailyn to see the truth, but after 
much encouragement and prayer she returned back 
to the Youth Center.  She dedicated her life to the Lord 
and committed herself to learning scriptures.  Kailyn 
also began to see the compassion and purpose God 
put in her heart.  Testimonies like these are encouraging 
because you can see the clear hand of God.  We are 
the vessels that God, in His sovereignty, chooses to 
use to guide others back to Him.  For Kailyn she is still 

in the process of learning more about 
God, and loving the journey.

Josie was in a period of her life where she 
was struggling to change.  However, she 
felt if she said yes to God, it meant that 
she would lose herself.  Josie recognized 
her family was not saved.  That was her 
example.  As Josie contemplated life, it 
was clear that her self-confidence was 
low.  She struggled even in her ability 
to comprehend school work or reading.  
During the school year, there had been 
many sit down talks with Josie.  In the 
summer she experienced a shift - Josie 
made a decision to accept the Lord as 
her personal Savior!  She realized that 
she truly wanted to change.  It has been 
a work in progress, as she continues to 
ask the tough question, “What does it 

mean for me to be saved?”  Our prayer is that she 
will embrace the truth of who God is, in spite of the 
environment that surrounds her every day life.

These are just two examples of how God is awakening 
the hearts of His children.  Kailyn and Josie are being 
prepared to change the world one day at a time.  Like 
them, there are others releasing their pain and saying 
yes to God.  They are coming into the understanding 
that there is more to life than the heartache they see 
around them.  God wants to do something amazing 
in this city with the youth.  He is going to awaken 
hearts to go into schools and speak His truth.  Please 
continue to pray that the hearts of the youth would be 
tenderized and opened to change.  Pray that the Youth 
Center will continue to be a beacon of light for God’s 
hurting children and that they will experience His rest 
when they enter through these doors.  Pray that they 
will inspire hope!

one man, one Woman, one cHIlD 
at a tIme!  aWakenIng!

by Serina Brown, Director of Youth Ministry

“In His time and in His 
way, God is awakening 
the hearts of the youth.
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octoBer 19 to  DecemBer 20, 2014
Look	for	your	bag	in	the	Sunday Patriot-News	on	October	19.		

Fill	it	with	non-perishable	food	items	and	drop	if	off	at	any	of	the	
designated	collection	points!

Drop off 
locatIons
Your Local Rescue Mission

Any Turkey Hill Minit Market 
or M&T Bank in Lancaster, 
York, Lebanon, Dauphin or 
Cumberland Counties.

Fulton Bank Branches: Annville/
Cleona, Lebanon, Myerstown 
and Schaefferstown.

Sharp Shopper in Ephrata, 
Leola and Middletown.

Karns Quality Foods in Dauphin 
or Cumberland Counties.

1-800-594-8776

19tH annual gospel musIc festIVal
Proceeds to Benefit God’s Work at The Bethesda Mission

Saturday November 8th, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.
Mechanicsburg Middle School

Rt. 114 • 1750 South Market Street 
Mechanicsburg, PA

Contact WSBC Gospel Festival at 
717-761-0942 or after 3:00 p.m. at 

717-443-2583 for ticket information. 

For more information visit
www.baptones.com

The BaptonesThe Baptones
Hosted By:Hosted By:

Brian Free & AssuranceBrian Free & Assurance

The KingsmenThe Kingsmen

AdvANCed TiCkeT PriCeS:  Gold Artists Circle – $25  •  Regular Reserved – $17
Regular Reserved Groups of 10 or More – $15  •  12 & Under – $6  •  Day of Show – $20
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memorIal gIfts
In MeMorY of GIVen BY

Freda C. Killinger Dot Landis
Georgea Kohnlein, wife Bob Kohnlein
Ernestine Kreider Mark & Maureen Kreider
Jean E. Lebo George & Elaine Deppen
Arlene M. Lehman George & Elaine Deppen
Homer Lower Ella M. Mavretic
Jack Magill Mary L. Wallace
Kathy Miller Daniel Miller
Arhtur Nelson, Jr. Rob Carnathan
Jack Ramp, husband  Dorothy D. R. Page
Nate Ramp, son Dorothy D. R. Page
Gertrude Rasp Mark & Maureen Kreider
Bob Redding Chris Kiehl
Charles Reed, Jr. Diana Reed
Robert S. Reed Employees at Groff 
    Tractor & Equipment
Dan Rudy Ken & Pam Rudy
Bill Ryan Nancy & Scott Campbell
Dorothy Shover Dorothy M. Christian, niece
Carolyne L. Smith M. Dudley Smith, Jr.
Ruth & Arthur L. Spease Arlene C. Starr, daughter
Connie Strickler Christian Strickler
Eric D. Sullivan Robert Benham
      William & Helen Holjes
      David & Gail Miller
      Merlin & Shirley Myers
      Herbert H. & 
    Natalie H. F. Snyder
      John & Betsy Wallace
Klare Sunderland Richard & Jean McFarland
Ethel M. Swartz, wife John T. Swartz
Ethel G. Wetzel Bill Brown
Elizabeth A. Wingate Georgeanne Burkholder

memorIal & trIBute gIfts
memorIal gIfts

In MeMorY of GIVen BY

Wilbur G. Amspacher Patricia A. Amspacher,  
    daughter
Anne Bayley David & Milly Keefer
Guy T. Burke James T. & Shirley Rouzer
      Terry Vavrick
John R. Christian Sr., 
 Father’s Day Dorothy M. Christian
Winnie Church Carol Martz, daughter
Anna Clugston Sherry Lees, granddaughter
Clarence Conway Clem & Rose LaVia
James Fred Crane Carolyn Crane Cutilli
Helen H. DeLuca Theodore B. DeLuca
James E. Finnen Randy Beaver  
   Judy A. Robinson
Bob & Cheryl Franklin Jane & Charles Batzel
Barbara Fressie Mary Ann Miick
Paul Fulk Stu & Rene Brenner
   Cunningham & Chernicoff,      
    Attorneys at Law
      Gayle & Bill McCollum
      Helen G. McCollum
Paul Fulk, Uncle Jeanne Bennardo
Your Father Joseph & Sharon Goodman
Stephen Gross Cindi Tyson, mother
Alberta Harding Dave & Debbie Harding
Ronald Harman Janice Boyer
Sarah Hetrick, niece Aunt Betty
Mary (Molly) Hoffman David I. Hoffman
Richard S. Hogendobler Shirley A. Hogendobler, wife
Evelyn Bennett Hower, sister Ruth Bennett
John Irvin Georgeanne Burkholder
      Marsha Irvin
      Progress Church of God
      Sewickley Eye Center, Ltd
Doris Geise Katsonis Laurie Kepler Abiuso & 
    Jack Abiuso
      Glenn & Judy Bieber
      Mary Lou Buchan
      Ruth Fishel
      Leon Gubersky
      Lucy H. Hayes
      Angie Intrieri
      Judy Intrieri
      Carol Mastrosati
      Myra Sweigart
      Leatrice Warner

trIBute gIfts
In Honor of GIVen BY

Rosa C. Amspacher, 
 92th Birthday Patricia Amspacher,  
    daughter
The Barbour Family Cynthia S. Dundas
Bethesda Mission Kent Staver
Don Darr, 75th Birthday Peter & Diane Gertz
Robert H. Davis, Jr., Esquire Collaborative Professionals 
    of Central Pennsylvania
Scott Dunwoody Jesse Burns
Catherine Hollenbaugh,
 100th Birthday Michael & Gayle Tweed
Robbie Kaine for 40 years
   of coaching ice skating Fred & Mary Wallace
George McCall, July Birthday Scott & Nancy Campbell
Ken & Louise Peterman Scott Gardner
Ken Sheibley, 70th Birthday Scott & Marleen Karns

certIfIcates
of loVe

In Honor of GIVen BY

Carolyn M. Cook, 
 Mother’s birthday Michael C. Cook, Sr., son
Sylvester M. Cook, 
 Father’s birthday Michael C. Cook, Sr., son
Ed & Pam Rogers, 
 50th Anniversary Gary & Holly Andersen
Joe Sorgiovanni, birthday Lioba B. Lau

Honored Person:

Honored By: 

Reason / 
Occasion:

Certificate of Love
A gift has been given in your name to

so someone in need can share in your honor!

Your gift will be used to provide hope, healing, and 
sustenance to people in need in the Harrisburg area.
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mIssIon
statement

core
Values

Since 1914, Bethesda Mission has been a missionary arm of the local church, 
reaching out to men, women, and children of all races, nationalities and creeds, 
providing the poor and homeless with shelter, food, clothing, sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ and discipling them in the Christian life.

Cornerstone value: Jesus Christ Is Our Foundation
Core values: Relentless Pursuit of Excellence in All Things
 Faithfulness in Transforming Lives
 Integrity Without Compromise

mIssIon neeDs
men’s mission
•	 Recovery	Bibles	(NKJV	or	NASB)
•	 2	full-sized	mirrors	for	
 our volunteer barbers
•	 Thermal	Underwear	–	
	 (Sizes	L	–	XXXXL)
•	 Sweatshirts	–	all	sizes
•	 Sweatpants	–	all	sizes
•	 Winter	coats,	Hats	&	Gloves
•	 Blankets
•	 AA	&	AAA	batteries
•	 Flashlights

Women’s 
mission
•	 A	GPS
•	 Pillows
•	 Monthly	bus	passes
•	 Underwear
•	 Socks
•	 Liquid	hand	soap
•	 A,	AA,	&	C	
 batteries
•	 Alarm	clocks
•	 Band-Aids
•	 Feminine	care	
 products
•	 Gloves
•	 Vitamin	C

children’s 
mission
•	 School	supplies
•	 Gift	cards	from	
 various stores
•	 Fishing	rods
•	 Fishing	kits
•	 A	stereo
•	 Flat	screen	TV

outreach-Warehouse
•	 Canned	goods	–	meat,	fruit,	
 vegetables, soups

food services
•	 Meats	–	beef,	pork,	chicken,	fish,	tuna
•	 Breakfast	meats	–	bacon,	sausage
•	 Vegetables	–	fresh	or	frozen
•	 Spaghetti	sauce	&	Tomato	paste
•	 Pancake	mix	&	Pancake	syrup
•	 Liquid	dish	detergent
•	 Salad	dressings
•	 #10	cans	of	fruit
•	 Instant	potatoes
•	 Spices	&	Pepper
•	 Mayonnaise
•	 Butter
•	 Pizza	Oven
•	 40	quart	mixer
•	 Steamer

transitional 
living
•	 A	black	leather	 
 couch
•	 30	gallon	trash	bags
•	 Paper	towels

medical/Dental 
clinics
•	 Boxes	of	alcohol	pads
•	 Large	2”	Band-Aids
•	 Antifungal,	Antibiotic	&	
 Cortisone creams
•	 Alka-Seltzer	cold	medicine
•	 Cold	medicines	&	Ibuprofen
•	 Elastic	knee	sleeves	(L	&	XL)
•	 Men’s	gel	shoe	inserts
•	 Mouthwash	–	Alcohol	Free
•	 Floss	picks
•	 Denture	cleaner
•	 Soft	toothbrushes
•	 Gum	brand	soft	picks

Please drop off all donations anytime at
611 reily Street, Harrisburg, PA … Thank You!

Visit amazon.com gifts & Wish lists to purchase new items from our needs list!

WInter Is on tHe 
Way anD We neeD 

Blankets!

If you can help, please drop 
off your new or gently used 

blankets at our Donation Center, 
located at 611 Reily Street, 

Harrisburg, PA

•	 Chef	knives
•	 Latex	gloves
•	 Napkins
•	 Paper	towels
•	 Plastic	ware
•	 Floor	cleaner
•	 Toilet	paper

Bethesda mission
will be

celebrating their
100th anniversary

with a birthday party
in early December.  
Watch for details!

http://www.bethesdamission.org/help-bethesda/needs-list-page
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/registry.html?ie=UTF8&type=wishlist&id=TDPO1KFTQRBF
www.bethesdamission.org



