
S ome of you have heard my story so I won’t bore you with many details. 
I spent 27 years employed with AMP, Inc., eventually becoming a vice 

president. After traveling the world for many years, I spent eight years in Asia 
starting new companies and building plants in India and China. Then as a 
result of the corporate takeover by Tyco International, I lost my job.

Needless to say, it was a humbling experience - one which severely tested my 
faith. Through God’s amazing grace, I was led to a rescue mission in the City of 
Harrisburg, to consider if God had a place for me there. Agreeing to come and 
take a look, I began as a house supervisor, processing guests as they came 
up the 14 steps under the Green Cross into this house of mercy, Bethesda 
Mission. After five weeks God said, “I want you here.” Despite the uncertainty 
of what that meant, I said, “OK”. 

I knew very little about homelessness or addiction. Where was God leading? 
He began to capture my heart for reaching those within this community who 
are the most unappreciated. God has given me a passion for the needs of 
these hurting men, women, and children who face life with little hope.

You are receiving this letter because you are a faithful donor who has supported 
God’s wonderful work through Bethesda in this community. Perhaps your 
support has been for many years or maybe you caught the vision and passion 
more recently. Bethesda’s customers come from two constituencies – our 
guests whom we serve, but who cannot pay, and you, our committed donors, 
who do pay to make it all possible. It is all by God’s grace, but with your help.

Through interaction with donors like you, I have come to realize we share many 
of the same motivations and convictions:

•	 Help those who have hit rock bottom, giving 
them a real chance at a life restored, but do 
not destroy their desire to work hard to support 
themselves.

•	 Root for the underdog, the ones who have 
faced tremendous challenges and have 
become derailed.

•	 Buck the odds as human intellect says these 
folks can’t change, while we wholeheartedly 
believe God can change their lives, every day.

•	 Help others to hear God’s voice, knowing it is 
the game changer; “You	will seek me	and	find 
me when	you	seek me with all your heart.”  

– Jeremiah 29:13

Reflections On 
A Decade At Bethesda!

continued on page 2

“Why don’t you come 

and help us out at the 

Mission for a month 

while you are looking 

for your next real job?” 

Bryan asked me ten 

years ago after a  

CBMC meeting.

Chuck Wingate,
Executive Director
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Homelessness has become a political issue. Some 
claim that it is on the decline, but we do not see that 
happening. Advocates of large government programs 
want to proclaim that the end of homelessness is in 
sight and will be realized if enough money is thrown 
at the problem. We do not see that either. To us, the 
key is to change the way people make choices.

Rescue Missions across our country are seeing a 
significant increase in men, women and children 
experiencing various stages of homelessness. At 
Bethesda’s facilities, here are the facts: 

• Men’s Shelter – over the past few years, the 
average numbers of guests in the house are up 
40%. We have 78 beds but are sleeping 90-100 
during non-winter months, and 120-160 in the 
winter (overflow means sleeping on mats on the 
Chapel floor and even in hallways.)

• Women’s Shelter – capacity of 25. It’s always full 
with a waiting list. We have a new initiative: to 
reach 18-25 year olds to provide a safe haven for 
these women who have no place to go and are 
particularly vulnerable.

• Children, Teens, Families – we must get the kids. 
Our Community (Youth) Center on Herr Street 
sees 50-75 kids daily being nurtured & mentored. 
We are making inroads into stabilizing families. 
The recent purchase of the adjacent building will 
enable reaching 150-200+ in the years ahead. We 
want children in school and out of the criminal 
justice system.

Guests coming into our shelters have been ravaged 
by drug addiction, abuse, mental disabilities and 
debilitating physical diseases. Our state of the art 
medical/dental health clinics deliver professional 
care, giving our guests hope for healing.

But even more critical is the offer given to each guest 
to discover or renew a personal relationship with a 

loving God through a Savior who is Christ the Lord. 
He has plans for each person and His healing is not 
temporal, but eternal! 

I have been richly blessed beyond measure by having 
the privilege of serving God at Bethesda Mission. 
Your faithfulness in catching the vision for the impact 
you can have on these hurting folks we serve is a 
wonderful inspiration that I have treasured and for 
which I will be eternally grateful. 

May God richly bless you for your faithful support of 
Bethesda!

  All the Best,

  Chuck Wingate
  Executive Director 

Reflections On A Decade At Bethesda!
continued from page 1
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When you look at what is happening in our city, 
your heart can’t help breaking for the many 

people that are lost to hopelessness and violence. 
Countless times I recall praying and crying out to 
the Lord, “Break my heart for what breaks yours!” It 
seems that in this city the enemy is waging war on the 
lives of young people being swept away before they 
can even fully understand that they have a destiny 
greater than these streets. What can one do when 
the things around you seem so dark? It breaks the 
heart of the Father, seeing His children lost and dying 

… not seeing that His love for them is greater than any 
worldly thing can satisfy. 

At the Youth Center we have many students affected 
by the darkness that attempts to hover over this 
city. They have to be awakened by John 1:5, “the 
light shines in the darkness, and darkness has not 
overcome it.” There must be an awakening to this city 
that reassures them of God’s faithfulness. 

At the Youth Center, we desire to be a beacon of 
light, a lighthouse that calls not only this community 
but also this city, to see the Lover of their souls. The 
Youth Center has been classified, at times, as the 
lighthouse that sits on top of the hill of Herr St. 

Lighthouses are known as navigation 
systems used to guide and help boats 
find land. As we are in the process of 
dreaming about the new building and 
looking at the needs, we are constantly 
considering how we can navigate the 
hearts of the people toward God. We 
dream of being a lighthouse that can 
ignite more lighthouses in the city. The 
lighthouses will look differently but all 
have one common purpose and that 
would be to institute change. 

In our lifetime we all endure heartbreak 
and many times find the road to healing 

can be tough. Pain 
and darkness, at 
times, can be a 
blocker for those 
who need to see 
the love of Jesus. 
At the Youth Center 
we have Johnny, 12 
years old, who loves to serve. One day he calls in 
the middle of the night crying in agony because he 
just got into a big fight with his father and had run 
away. He has never gotten over the heartbreak of his 
mother’s abuse, but now he lives with his dad who 
does not know how to help him. His dad struggles 
with the guilt of Johnny’s abuse and needs help too. 
Many times they end up arguing or even physically 
fighting. The pain is so deep for them to bear, that 
seeing a God that heals is too difficult. 

Johnny and his father are just one example of those 
who need to be guided by a beacon of light that will 
lead them to help and healing. Back in the day the 
term “it takes a village” was used often in looking at 
what it took to raise a child. That term has gotten lost 
and needs to be re-instituted. We are sending out a 
call to all those who want to join the village to help 

families like Johnny and his father 
get the healing they need. It will 
take a community to ignite these 
beacons and to keep them lit. How 
can you join the fight? Pray for this 
city that hearts will be awakened 
to God’s truth. Also, pray about 
how you can participate in the 
building up of the Youth Center, 
as it is being transformed into a 
Community Center. Finally, pray 
for the families of the Youth Center 
as it will take prayer to change the 
hearts of man and to ignite the 
many lighthouses in this city.

Lighthouses Ignite!
by Serina Brown, Director of Youth Ministry

Potential Lighthouses
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The Law of Grace

I was born in Brooklyn New York, 
and I am the middle child of 

three, born to Italian-American 
Catholic parents. I grew up 
during a time when school was 
sometimes abusively strict, 
and as I look back, instead of 
believing that God was loving and 
that Jesus loved me, I grew up 
being fearful, riddled with anxiety, 
and highly suspicious of authority 
and God.

 I started self-medicating my 
anxiety and depression with 
alcohol and drugs when I was 
fourteen years old. From that 
point on, I spiraled into ever-
increasing substance abuse 
and self-destructive behaviors, 
punctuated by periods of 
“normalcy”. I managed to get 
married, get a law degree, raise a 
family, and have a successful career as an attorney. 
However, when I wasn’t using cocaine, my anxiety 
and depression were debilitating.

About ten years ago, I was introduced to crack cocaine, 
and I naively thought it was just an alternative method 
of ingesting cocaine, the use of which I had always 
been able to “control”. The short version of this story 
is that within seven years, I had lost everything - all my 
money, my home, my car, my family, my career, my 
savings - EVERYTHING was gone! I eventually ended 
up in jail after an insane robbery attempt in an effort to 
get some drug money.

It wasn’t until about a week in jail that I cried out to 

God in complete surrender and 
desperation. Only then did my life 
change. The Lord began revealing 
Himself to me, and I finally was 
willing to receive Him. 

I had been to countless rehabs 
and half-way houses before this, 
but the Lord eventually led me to 
the Bethesda Women’s Mission 
in Harrisburg. Here I entered a 
year-long, faith-based program 
that doesn’t just try to change the 
addict’s behavior; rather, it seeks 
to transform souls. It was during 
this year at the Mission that I 
built a deep relationship with the 
Lord and encountered Him time 
and time again in profound and 
meaningful ways. 

I now am free not only from 
my addictions, but the Lord 
Jesus offered me grace and has 

delivered me from the chains of anxiety and depression 
that had enslaved me my entire life. He is also restoring 
me to my family and has blessed me with a modest 
but wholly adequate income. A recent graduate from 
the Women’s Mission’s program, I have moved into a 
new apartment with a new life. One, not of the law but 
of grace. I am truly free and a new creature in Christ!

by Kathy Yeatter

“He is before all things, and in him all things hold together” – Colossians 1:17

(L to R) Kathy is all smiles along 

with her counselor, Shelley, 

as she reflects upon becoming 

a new creature in Christ and 

understanding that she is living 

under the law of grace!

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.”  
   – 2 Corinthians. 5:17 (KJV)
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Perhaps you’ve only been involved 
with Bethesda Mission for a short 

time, or perhaps your commitment has 
spanned many years … even decades. 
Regardless, you’ve seen firsthand what 
God can do to change a life! Perhaps 
you would like to do more. Yet you’re 
not really sure how to do this – how to 
maximize your gifts in a way that makes 
the most financial sense for you and 
your family. These decisions are in fact 
part of the “legacy” you are creating 
and will be leaving.

There are so many questions. What can 
I really afford to give? How can I best 
maximize my gift to stretch the dollars 
I do give? Can I do this in a way that 
provides some relief from taxes? If so, 
how? Finally, is there a way to improve 
my own financial situation and at the 
same time help Bethesda Mission?

To help guide you in your decisions, 
Bethesda is blessed with an advisor 
who is eminently qualified in the area 
of estate planning. His name is David 
R. Foster, JD, CLU, ChFC, CAP. All 
of the letters behind his name are 
quite impressive. However, David is 
a humble man who listens extremely 
well and then offers sound advice, 
always respecting the donor’s intent. 
Each donor who has met and been 
counseled by David speaks very highly 
of his knowledge and guidance.

David wrote a book entitled, “The 
Butterfly Effect”. This book is designed 
to help us think outside the box of 
typical wealth management and 

estate planning, which conventionally 
describes the process as maximizing 
and protecting wealth. The theme 
of David’s writing and passion is to 
help individuals maximize the effect 
of their wealth as opposed to simply 
maximizing the amount of their wealth. 

Bethesda’s key foundational principles 
guiding our planned giving program 
include: 

†		 Our	primary	objective	is	meeting	
your	 needs	 and	 honoring	 your	
wishes,	 while	 caring	 for	 your	
wealth.									

†		 Our	approach	is	always	to	work	
with	 your	 financial,	 legal	 and	
insurance	advisors.

†		 Financial	or	insurance	products	
will	 not	 be	 pushed	 as	 we	 have	
no	 vested	 interest	 in	 them;	
alternatives	 may	 be	 suggested	
appropriate	for	your	situation.

†		 Informing	 and	 conferring	 with	
appropriate	 family	 members	
will	 be	 strongly	 encouraged,	
anticipating	their	interests	when	
wealth	is	distributed.

Please consider how your 
legacy (butterfly effect) can 
impact you, your family, and 
the life-changing ministry 
of Bethesda Mission. 
Direct any questions you 
may have to sdunwoody@
bethesdamission.org, or 
call 717-257-4442, ext 229.

Your Legacy!
by Scott Dunwoody, Vice President of Business Development

David R. Foster,  

JD, CLU, ChFC, CAP

Scott Dunwoody,

Vice President of 

Business Development
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VOLUNTEER NEEDS
• Youth Center after school helpers
• Men’s Shelter drivers to run errands
• Computer teachers
• Hygienists and Dental Assistants to volunteer in our Dental Clinic  

Please contact Debbie King, Volunteer Coordinator at 717-257-4442, ext. 222.

Kenneth A. Ross
DIRECTOR of COMMUNITY RELATIONS

EDITOR of NEW LIFE

Chuck Wingate
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Aaron C. Jackson CHAIRMAN

Don Schin VICE CHAIRMAN

Dr. Gordon Kauffman  
 SECRETARY

James G. Tatnall TREASURER

Sheila M. Anderson
Jeff Coleman
Warren L. Dutka
Mark A. Everest 
Kevin Lutz
William Wray

Sherburne P. Hill  
 DIRECTOR EMERITUS

The Bethesda Mission 
is a member of the 
Evangelical Council for 
Financial Accountability. 
Membership in the 
ECFA is your assurance 

that we adhere to the highest 
standards of financial integrity.

Bethesda Mission’s Dental Clinic, managed by visionary, Dr. David R. Russell, held 
an open house highlighted by a presentation by Dr. Edward (Ted) R. Bollard, MD, 

DDS, FACP, Professor of Medicine, Associate Dean for Graduate Medical Education, 
Designated Institutional Official (DIO) for MS Hershey Medical Center, entitled, “Oral 
Health in the Comprehensive Management of the Underserved Patient.” The education 
session awarded one credit by the PDA who is an ADA Cerp Recognized Provider. 

In 2014, over 600 guests of the Mission, both men and women, received services. 
There is a great need for additional dentists and dental assistants. Please contact 
Kathy Geyer at kgeyer@bethesdamission.org or call her at 717-257-4442, ext. 225 for 
further information. Is the Lord calling you to use the talents that He has given you to 
bless those at Bethesda Mission? If He is, answer the call!

Successful Dental Clinic 
Open House

Dr. Edward (Ted) Bollard Dr. David R. Russel

Further demonstrates the need for  
additional Dentists & Dental Assistants!
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MEMORIALS & TRIBUTES
IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY

Jere J. Jones Dr. Hazel J. Brown
       Mark & Elizabeth Davison
       Sally A. Gentile
       Gift & Associates, LLC
       Robert & Lydia Herr
   Highmark-Provider Relations,     
    Provider Contracting and  
    Provider Network Field  
    Support
       Robin Worden
       Matt Lane
       Mr. & Mrs. Bernard J. Martin
       Mary A. Mazzocco
       Laura L. Schanz
       John & Sara Segal
       Marjorie Sherman
       Rabbi & Mrs. Daniel G. Zemel
Roy H. Jones JoAnn E. Jones
   Marie & Jerry Gaetano
Kelly J. Keenan Ella Mavretic
Pamela Koury Annette K. Mathes
Jane D. Kumler Betty G. Raffensperger
Shirley & Clayton Laub, Sr. Robert & Helen Diehl, Sr.
Sven & Pearl Lindahl William & Dagmar Diehl
Michael Loar Christ the Saviour 
    Orthodox Church
Jerry Luck Mary Wallace
Dorothy Viola Marino Connie C. Betz
       Bob & Doris Brubaker
       Joann B. Harrington
       Ruth E. Martin
       Carmen L. Vishnesky
Robert D. Mark Harriet Mark
Audwillia Martin Sherri A. Baker
Holly Marto Raymond & Evelyn Marto
       John & Betsy Thompson
Dale Nace Lee & Ruth Nace
Arthur Nelson, Jr. Rob Carnathan
Flossie Ober Randy & Tammy Ober
Hazel Jean Kinney Peiffer,  George & Carol McCall
 birthday
Pauline “Polly” Pestrock Dorothy S. Macenka
Frank J. Prestine Lydia A. Prestine
Lawrence Rachiuba Paul F. Kaminski
Dwaine H. Radunz Shirley H. Radunz
Wallace L. &  
 Barbara J.Roblyer John Scott Roblyer
Pam Rogers Edward Rogers
Guy Snyder Amy B. Snyder

IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY

Alice Alleman Janet E. Bretz
Raymond & June Baker Dana Deegan
Mark & Mary Blasser Andrew & Denise Blasser
Jean Bower Jane & Charles Batzel
Gerald Burkholder Georgeanne Burkholder
Joseph M. Correale Advanced Marketing Solutions
       Rita Girondi
       Maryrose Noto-Hardy
       Plum Bottom Shoe Store
       Linda H. Russell
Susan E. Davis Arthur & Sally Davis
Helen H. DeLuca Theodore B. DeLuca
Henry & Earline Dillon,  Alice M. Dillon
 my parents   
Terrence P. Dolan Gene & Pat Alexandre
       Janet P. Biden
       Craig & Donna Brosious
       Pearl M. Deraclea
       Margaret & Kathy Erdman
       HighMark 
       Fields Family Dentistry LLC
       Barbara Humphries
       Ronald & Donna Jarvis
   The Kleinfelter Family
       Michelle Kostelac
       Edward & Julie Mattos
       Colleen R. McElwee
       Jacob & Nancy Olweiler
       David & Donna Schankweiler
       Patricia Sells
       Franklin & Florence Warfel
Jim Ferguson Kathy & Albert Knouse
Scott A. Fernback John & Carol Fernback
David E. Fetrow Fetrow Electric Service Co.
Herbert Norman Fike Kathryn Fike Bakota
George Joseph Frak Joyce Somers Frak
Zelma Buch Freedman Gayle A. McCollum
Barbara Fressie Mary Ann Miick
Eugene Fultz Jr. Alice Mae Fultz
Derek C. Hathaway Brian H. Tucker
Our Parents Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Sweger
   James & Lovonne Cooper
Mary “Molly” Hoffman David I. Hoffman
Miriam Hoover David & Milly Keefer
Marsha & John Irvin Peter & Belinda Edsall
   Georgeanne Burkholder
Marsha G. Irvin Peter & Belinda Edsall
       Mr. & Mrs. Harry P. Yelle

IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY
   

Arthur & Ruth Spease Arlene Starr, daughter
Thelma Stahor Nancy L. Emmons
       Rosanne M. Petrina
       Barry & Judy Riegle
Ralph E. Taylor Erdean B. Ross
       Ken & Linda Ross
   Michael & Alison Ross
   Cindy Ross
Ruth A. Troutman Rosena Barry
       Bill & Ann Laughlin
       David A. & 
    Veronica R. Phillips
       Jean L. Schreffler
George D. & Marian E. George W. Turnbaugh
 Turnbaugh 
Vimala Venkatakrishnan Srinivas Venkatakrishnan
Joseph & Diane Ventre Henry & Kate Ventre
Joseph F. Wall,  Christel Wall
 beloved husband   
Dwaine H. Welling Frances C. Welling
Lt. Col. James  Nelson & Freda Berry
 “Skip” Wensyel Franklin & Mary Brandt
Joyce E. White Robert E. White, Sr.
Elizabeth A. Wingate Nicholas & Katherine Noss

TRIBUTES  
& GIFTS

IN HONOR OF GIVEN BY

Andrew Beard Barbara A. Beard
Susann Bridges Michael C. Cook, Sr.
William & Flora  Irene E. Mangle
 Caparella’s Anniversary  
Walter Glover Yolanda Glover-Ballantyne
William Hicks, Jr Anonymous 
Our Lord & Savior,  Reed Galinac
 Jesus Christ   
Martha Kugle’s Birthday Keith & Jane Ober
Mabel Oliphant Jacob Family
Ken & Louise Peterman Scott Gardner
Michael Rivers  Michael & Margaret Rivers
 Family Tribute 
Diane Stahl’s Birthday Trinity UMC/Good 
    Samaritan Class
To God be the Glory John Eckard
Abby Weger’s Birthday Lee & Ruth Nace
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MISSION
STATEMENT

CORE
VALUES

Since 1914, Bethesda Mission has been a missionary arm of the local church, 
reaching out to men, women, and children of all races, nationalities and creeds, 
providing the poor and homeless with shelter, food, clothing, sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ and discipling them in the Christian life.

Cornerstone Value: Jesus Christ Is Our Foundation
Core Values: Relentless Pursuit of Excellence in All Things
 Faithfulness in Transforming Lives
 Integrity Without Compromise

MISSION NEEDS Please drop off all donations anytime at
611 Reily Street, Harrisburg, PA … Thank You!

Visit Amazon.com Gifts & Wish Lists to purchase new items from our needs list!

Men’s Mission
• Small travel toothpaste and deodorant
• Reading glasses – all strengths
• Toothpaste
• Deodorant
• Flip-flops (shower shoes)
• Socks
• Razors
• Towels
• Underwear ( L - XXXL)
• Thermal underwear ( L – XXXL)
• T-shirts ( L - XXXL)
• Sweatshirts and pants ( L – XXXL)
• Blankets
• Knit hats
• Winter and work gloves
• Work boots – size 10-14
• Shoes – size 11 and larger
• Recovery Bibles
• Wholesome reading materials
• Christian DVD’s
• Ping Pong balls & paddles
• 2 exercise stability balls for our  

weight room

Women’s Mission
• Devotional books
• MP3 players
• Stamps
• Scrapbook paper
• Dishes
• Silverware
• Bus passes
• Gas gift cards
• Gift cards (Lifeway Book Store, etc.)
• Liquid hand soap
• Bras & Underwear
• Gloves, hats, socks, scarves
• Salt for ice/snow
• Umbrellas
• Lysol wipes
• Cold & Flu over the counter meds
• Herbal mint tea bags
• Honey

Children’s Mission
• Vacuum cleaner
• Acrylic paints
• Canvases
• Cake mixer
• Commercial cleaning supplies 

(mops, dust pans, brooms, 
etc.)

• Gym memberships for 
families

• Swim suits/trunks (New or 
gently used)

• Trampoline
• GaGa pit
• Sports equipment (volley ball 

sets, hockey, soccer, mats for 
gymnastics)

Outreach-Warehouse
• Replacement battery system for 

high-reach lift ($4,500)
• Electric pallet jack, manual pallet 

jack ($3,500)
• Graphic wrap for box truck to aid 

in visible presence in community 
($1,000)

• 8 replacement upright sections 
of warehouse shelving ($2,500 
total)

Food Services
• Dining room chairs (50 +)
• Fish and meats (tuna, ground beef, 

pork, sausage, bacon, chicken)
• #10 cans of vegetables and fruits
• Fresh & Frozen vegetables
• Spaghetti, pasta, & tomato sauces
• Soups
• Cheese
• Butter
• Instant potatoes
• Fresh potatoes

Transitional Living
• Sugar
• Dish soap
• Paper towels

Medical Clinic
• Elastic knee supports sizes L – XL
• Elbow elastic supports size L
• Melatonin 3mg
• Loratidine 10mg
• Nasal saline spray
• Ear plugs
• Icy hot heat patches
• Imodium (loperamide 2mg)
• Large nail clippers
• Denture adhesive
• Cough drops (Halls or generic Halls)
• Anti-fungal cream
• Hydrocortisone cream
• Antibiotic creams
• Cold Medicines
• Men’s multivitamins
• Foot powder

Mobile Mission
• Backpacks
• Sweatshirts with hoods (Hoodies)
• Heavy jackets for men and women
• Long underwear
• Men’s socks
• Batteries
• Hats and gloves
• Flashlights
• Bottled water
• Canned food with flip tops
• Sleeping bags
• Tents
• Underwear for both men & women
• Winter coats (XXL)
• Sterno
• Camping propane canisters
• Candles

• 33 gallon trash bags
• Soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste
• Single bed sheets, pillow cases, blankets

• Gravy
• Spices
• Ketchup
• Pancake mix
• Juices
• Sliced bread
• Napkins
• Plastic ware
• Aprons
• Utility carts
• 5 gallon water or juice coolers

• Toilet paper
• Steamer
• Compartment trays
• Dish detergent
• Trash liners
• Pizza oven

https://www.bethesdamission.org/donate
https://www.bethesdamission.org/help-bethesda/needs-list-page/
http://www.bethesdamission.org/about/directions
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/registry.html?ie=UTF8&type=wishlist&id=TDPO1KFTQRBF
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