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Thank you for being part of the ministry of Bethesda Mission.  It is only through your generous 
donations over the last 100 years that we have been able to meet the needs of our poorest neighbors.

With your continued partnership, we look forward to continuing to rescue, redeem, and restore the lives of 
the ones who come up our steps, desperately seeking hope and healing, until the Lord’s return!

http://www.bethesdamission.org
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R ichard, born and 
raised in Halifax, 
looks out the 

Bethesda Mission library 
window. “My parents got 
divorced when I was one year 
old.  My mother ran away 
with me to a place down 
south but my father found 
us.”  Richard’s father, who 
was a master sergeant in the 
US Army Military, stationed 
in France, gained custody of 
him and deemed Richard’s 
paternal grandparents as 
legal guardians.  
 Richard lived on 75 
acres of farm land along 
with his four foster-children 
siblings and … his cows.  
“In school, I was the only 
black person in my class and 
that caused me to struggle 
with my identity.  That issue 
surfaced when a boy in my 
class invited everyone to his 
birthday party … everyone, 
that is, but me.  It hurt.”
 Richard went on to 
become a college-prep 
student and a varsity starter 
in both basketball and 
football.  “I was always gifted in sports.  In my senior year, 
I led the basketball team in scoring and rebounding, and 
came in second in assists.  They gave the MVP to another 
guy, even though the entire team said they had voted for 
me.  In the middle of my senior year, I stopped the sports.  I 
quit it all and became a lonely chameleon, becoming what I 
needed to become to be accepted … fitting in but not really 
becoming a part of.”
  He earned a basketball scholarship but a torn cartilage in 
his knee changed his plans.  He went to work for Harrisburg 
Hospital.  It was his first experience in the city.  His first 

experience … with his own 
race.  “I didn’t know about 
city life - the clubs, the 
drugs, the drinking.  It was 
the 70’s and disco was king.  
I came here and again, found 
I didn’t fit in … even with 
the black people.”
 Richard eventually got 
caught up in a scene where 
he finally felt accepted.  
“I was hitting the Disco 
nightclubs every night.  I had 
created an image I wanted 
to maintain.  Dealing drugs 
made me a ‘big man’ with 
fat pockets, cars, champagne 
and women.  God was 
nowhere in my life.”
 At age 40, “I was 
introduced to crack cocaine.  
I took one hit and my life 
was never the same.  From 
that day forward, my major 
objective was to get crack.”  
He sold his children’s 
Christmas toys to buy his 
crack, lost his wife, and 
went to jail on a five-year 
Intermediate Punishment 
sentence.  “I came to realize 
that crack was the devil in 

the form of a white pill.  And there was no freedom back 
then.  But now I have freedom in Christ!”
 Richard found Bethesda Mission … twice.  Once 
in 1997, coming straight from prison “with absolutely 
nothing.”  Fifteen months later, after he had successfully 
completed the program, Richard left.  Unfortunately, he felt 
he could handle a few of the things the Mission told him not 
to do but it turned out he was wrong.  
 Richard eventually returned to Bethesda Mission but not 
before falling to his knees in the middle of a Philadelphia 
street and crying out, “God, how much more do you think 

“After volunteering for over a year, Richard truly 
enjoys his recently acquired part-time position at 
the Kingdom Café at Bethesda Mission.  Richard 
really enjoys meeting the physical needs of those 
at the Mission through preparing meals, but he 
especially enjoys feeding the spirits of the men who 
come to the kitchen each day!”

“I had created an image I wanted to 
maintain.  Dealing drugs made me a ‘big 
man’ with fat pockets, cars, champagne 
and women.  God was nowhere in my life.”

Continued on page 3

“Alive For A Reason!”
by Sherrie LeuVay, volunteer

http://www.bethesdamission.org/our-ministries/mens-shelter
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I can take?”  At 4:00 a.m. in 
the morning, Richard walked 
up those steps, “and my life 
has not been the same since.  
Everything … everything has 
changed because of God!”  
 “Four years ago, I truly 
found Jesus.  I had been 
searching for this relationship 
for 52 years.”  It was a day 
while he was at Bethesda 
Mission that a volunteer 
working the front desk took 
Richard to the book of John.  
The scripture read:  “Then 
Jesus told him, You believe 
because you have seen 
me.  Blessed are those who 
believe without seeing me”  
(John 20: 29 NLT).  “The 
Word spoke.  I opened my 
heart and began walking with God.  Through God’s grace 
and mercy I started seeing that there were people who loved 
and accepted me just for who I am.  I didn’t have to pretend 
anymore.”
 Richard’s youngest biological son is serving an 8 – 15 
year sentence for drug dealing.  “I keep telling him that he 
does not have to repeat the cycle that he witnessed with me, 
his dad.”  Richard’s two non-biological children are “doing 
fine.”  “I’m my daughter’s rock.  I ask myself why that is and 
God keeps telling me I am her cornerstone, the one she can 
always count on because He has filled me with that strength.  
That’s a blessing in my life.  It is His Word, not me.”    
 “For the last 25 years, God has put godly men in my 
life and surrounded me with His people.  There has always 
been a pastor, whether I was in jail or on the streets, to show 
me, tell me, remind me of the words to use in my life.  My 

mentors tell me that God 
has given me a gift of being 
able to uplift people and to 
give His Word in a way that 
the down-to-earth people — 
those who have not sat in 
a church for 20 years - can 
understand.”
 Richard sits with his 
brother for an hour every 
morning starting at 6:45 
a.m., where they share time 
with the Lord.  “We’ve 
come to realize that when 
we spend that time together, 
God just takes over the rest 
of the day.”
  He runs a Thursday 
evening meeting at Bethesda 
Mission where he discusses 
what Jesus has done for 

him.  He is also involved in the Four-Block Ministry and 
serves as a mentor in the Repeat Offenders Program, a 
prison ministry at the Dauphin County prison.  Richard has 
completed a couple of semesters at the ministerial college 
at Greater Zion Church and is looking forward to attending 
the American Family Bible Institute in Baltimore, MD to 
become an ordained minister.  
 Richard also works part-time as a cook at Bethesda 
Mission.  “Hallelujah and Glory to God!  I’ve been through 
four heart attacks, have had two mini-strokes, and have a 
pace-maker in my chest.  I’m living on one part of my heart 
because drugs killed the other three.  And I have the potential 
of HIV from a previous relationship.  God has kept me alive 
for a reason and a purpose.  God has a ministry for me and 
I want to watch the guys walk up the steps as I did, in the 
same condition as I was in, and make a difference in their 

lives.  If He can take the cocaine out of my 
mouth, there is nothing that He can’t do.  
If God never does anything else in my life, 
He’s already done enough.  It is in Him 
that I have found acceptance.  God has my 
back!  I’m a new creature in Christ!” 

“If God never does anything else in my life, He’s 
already done enough.  It is in Him that I have 
found acceptance.” 

At 4:00 a.m. in the morning, Richard walked up those 
steps, “and my life has not been the same since.  Everything 
… everything has changed because of God!”

3
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A nother year 
,another chance, 
a clean slate, to 

make changes in the way we 
eat, exercise, save or spend 
money, treat one another, or 
spend time serving the Lord 
and our families.  Some call 
these New Year Resolutions, 
but I’ve gotten to a place 
where I’ve stopped making 
them.  I am most thankful to 
be able to live by His grace!     
Scripture tells us that God’s 
mercies are new to us each 
morning (Lamentations 
3:22-23).  We are given new 
and clean slates, a new life 
every day of the new year.  
Pretty awesome, isn’t it?
 The staff, guests, and 
volunteers at the Women 
and Children’s Shelter are 
hustling and bustling over 
the recent births of two 
babies, born two weeks apart.  New 
babies have a way of bringing joy 
and smiles to most of us, and our new 
babies are no exception.  Is it because 
they are cute, soft and cuddly?  Perhaps 
they remind us of our own children 
when they were first born, or perhaps 
it’s seeing creative possibilities and 
hope for new beginnings of new life 
that we witness in such tiny beings.   
Free of the complexities of life, 
these little impressionable ones live 
simplistically:  they are cleaned, fed, 
and cuddled.   As I hold each one, or 
prayerfully look into their bright eyes, 
I think about the choices their mothers 
will make for them in the formative 
years of their lives and what the future 
holds for each of them.  Psalms 139 

speaks to their creation that even before 
they were born, God knew them, already 
offering new life and new mercies.
 “For I know the plans I have for 
you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future” (Jeremiah 
29:11).  What a gift of hope for each 
new day, each new year, as they grow 
into toddlers, children, and then tweens 
(oh my)!  And then, what will become 
the most important message from God 
pertaining to their lives in Him, is found 
in John 3:16:  “God sent his only begotten 
Son (Jesus), that whosoever believeth 
on Him will not perish, but will have 
everlasting life”.  Each new life holds 
the possibilities of experiencing that 
hope and love of Christ every day and 

every new year!  We pray 
for the very best that God 
has for our infants, and 
their mothers, as they are 
given the responsibility 
to love, nurture, direct, 
and train in the way that 
they should go.  We are 
also thankful for the many 
people who have shown the 
love of Christ toward these 
two mothers that have been 
given opportunity to receive 
their own new life of hope 
and resolution while at the 
Bethesda Mission Women 
and Children’s Shelter.
 The staff continues to 
share with each person who 
comes through our doors 
that, Jesus is “the way, the 
truth and the life” (John 
14:6).  He is the door to our 
salvation, and all who come 
to him will not be cast away.  

We all have opportunities to carry our 
struggles and confusion to Him each 
day.  It’s really simplistic for us, too:  
He washes us, feeds us, and walks 
with us through our life storms.  And 
the mercies we experience…well, each 
one of them is new each day!
 With our new babies, there are 
feeding schedules to stabilize, doctor 
appointments to be made, and certainly 
times for picture taking.  But there 
will also be times of sitting still and 
knowing that God is God…a loving 
God that saves us, keeps us, forgives us 
of our sin, heals us, and desires the best 
for us!  And that is what I see when I 
look into the eyes of our new babies…a 
new year, a new slate, a new life, and 
new HOPE in Christ! 

A New Year … A New Life
by Shelley B. Brooks, Director of Bethesda Mission Women and Children’s Shelter

“Shelley Brooks marvels at the newest creations at the 
Women and Children’s Shelter – two babies born within 
two weeks of each other.”

http://www.bethesdamission.org/our-ministries/women-childrens-shelter
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1 990 marked the opening of Bethesda 
Mission’s Youth Center – a direct response 
to the growing needs of inner city youth.  

With the help of an incredible team of staff and 
volunteers, the old firehouse, built in the early 
1900’s on Herr Street, has become a lighthouse to 
hundreds of inner city youth. 
 Each day these impressionable young lives 
come, facing enormous challenges:  Fractured 
families…no families in some instances.  
Challenges to learn, crying out for someone to love them, to 
encourage them, to share with them the love of God.  Rescued, 
redeemed, and restored is what our staff and volunteers are 
accomplishing -  taking a child who has very little hope and 
giving them what they so desperately crave and need in order 
to make it. 
 When I see what takes place at this former firehouse, 
what comes to mind is the movie Fireproof.   Reviews prior 
to this film’s release were 
generally unfavorable 
from film critics.  
However, it became a 
surprise hit and was one 
of the highest grossing 
independent films of 
2008, bringing in just 
over $33,000,000.  The 
restoration of a marriage 
on the rocks, through 
the power of the living 
God, in a couple’s life 
spoke inspirationally 
to thousands who 
experienced this uplifting 
film.  
 There is a parallel at 
the Youth Center.  Looking 
at what these kids face, 
the critic’s reviews are 
quite skeptical - can these 
lives really be restored?  
In a safe, nurturing 
environment, discovering 

their purpose and God-given potential, youth 
learn to express themselves in fun and creative 
ways while learning and testing valuable life 
skills.  These kids are being fireproofed to cope 
with and absorb the challenges they face and to 
find hope and success, all from a foundation of 
experiencing the love of God expressed through 
the mentoring of dedicated, gifted adults.
 In 2014, Bethesda will seek funding to give 
this old firehouse a facelift.  A feasibility study 

determined that the building is structurally sound, but is in 
need of major improvements:  Correcting water infiltration, 
replacing the HVAC system, energy and safety upgrades, a 
new gymnasium floor, a complete overhaul of the Teen Center, 
window and door replacements, etc.  All told, the price tag 
will approach $400,000.  While helping to fireproof kids lives, 
this facility is in desperate need of fireproofing.  Foundations, 

“FireProofing” at Bethesda Mission’s Youth Center
by Scott Dunwoody, Director of Development

Scott Dunwoody
Director of Development

Continued on page 6

http://www.bethesdamission.org/our-ministries/youth-center
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businesses, churches and 
individual donors will be 
approached to cost share in 
this venture.
 When I began working 
at Bethesda 7 years ago, 
I met a young boy, 12 
years old, who left a vivid 
impression…one that I will 
never forget.  As I came 
to understand his story, 
coming from a fractured 
home life, where very little 
love was shared, having 
to face challenges beyond 
comprehension, I went home 
one night, and pondered this 
riveting question – if I were 
that boy, would I have been 
able to pick myself up by the 
so-called bootstraps, and 
make it?  I couldn’t answer 
that question.  
 That night I became 
very motivated to do 
what I could to support 
the wonderful  programs, 
offered as opportunities 
to the hurting kids in the 
neighborhoods around Herr 
Street, helping to fireproof 
their lives, giving them a 
chance to not only survive, 
but to thrive.  
 As we enter our 100th 
Anniversary in 2014, Bethesda’s next 100 years of rescue begins right now.  An 
essential part of that vision for the future will embrace a newly restored Youth Center, 
a functionally restored fireproofed community facility where fireproofing kids’ lives 
flourishes.  Thank you for helping this vision become a reality! 

Volunteer Needs:
•	 Tutors/Homework	helpers	for	the	Youth	Center

Board of directors

James G. Tatnall - Chairman
Andrew H. Groop - Vice Chairman

Aaron Jackson - Secretary
David E. Dyson - Treasurer

Sheila M. Anderson
Randy Beaman 

Georgeanne Burkholder
Mark A. Everest
Joseph L. Green

Dr. Gordon Kauffman
Kevin Lutz 

Drew Myers 
Don Schin

Sherburne P. Hill
Director Emeritus

staff

Chuck Wingate - Executive Director
Deb King - Volunteer Coordinator
Scott Dunwoody - Director of 

Development
Kenneth A. Ross - Director of  

Community Relations  & New Life Editor

BethesdaMission.org
Email: kross@bethesdamission.org

Kenneth A. Ross - Director of 
Community Relations & New Life Editor

Chuck Wingate
Executive Director

“FireProofing”   Continued from page 5

“Thanking God for the opportunity of reaching 
the youth in the Herr Street neighborhood!”

“In a safe, nurturing environment, discovering 
their purpose and God-given potential, youth 
learn to express themselves in fun and creative ways 
while learning and testing valuable life skills.”

http://www.bethesdamission.org/help-bethesda/volunteer
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 In Memory of Given by
Jordan S. Shuey Jere & Jan Coxon
      Virginia L. Crews
       Elaine Eyster Dye
        Nancy L. Emmons
        Neil, Barbara & 
    Lauren Fasnacht
        William & Izanne Haak
        Roy & Diane Lingle
        Mr. & Mrs. Steve Malaro
        The Mann Family
        Sharon Manton
       Keith & Michelle Nacinovich
        Dennis & Betsy Phillippy
        Steve & Diane Pulisic
        Cathy Reed
        Kelly J. Renaud & family
        Valerie Rowe
        Kirk & Madeline Saville
        Howard & Christine Smith
        Susan Steadman
        Stan & Marie Stewart
   Sandra J. Stine
   Nancy Tonkovich
        John & Jacqueline Walters
George Sites Ella Mavretic
Franklyn A. Smith Cordell M. Affeldt
        Robert & Carolyn Kelly
        Paulette M. Kozlosky
        Nancy M. Noonan
        Friends at Financial & 
    Administrative
     Department of PSEA
        Sarah Smith
Gil Smith Charles & Helen Lapinsky
Ruth M. Spease, mother Arlene C. Starr
Wilbur E. Strawser Scott, Sue & 
    Lindsay Anderson
        Randal & Joan Goodling
        Ralph & Donna Hanawalt
        Danny & Mary Anne 
    Shellenberger
        Fay Shelley
Ethel M. Swartz, wife John T. Swartz
Scott, Gayle & Susan Sweigart Their Parents
Sylva  Julie Mongomery
George D. & Marian E. Turnbaugh George W. Turnbaugh
John Valence Kim Morris
Joseph & Diane Ventre Henry & Kate Ventre
Isaiah (Ike) Washington Margaret Aljadidi, wife
Roy, David, & Eli Wilbert Marie Wilbert
Rachel Jones Williams Mrs. Patricia L. Anderson
Elizabeth A. Wingate Dan Hall
Donald Wood Jane & Charles Batzel

Memorial & Tribute Gifts
In Memory of Given by
Marlin N. Bell, Sr. Robert & Marsha Fetterolf
Edwin Bickhart & Gil Smith Bob & Helen Lapinsky
Robert Bigler Leroy & Gretchen Toddes
Eileen M. Bock Donald & Arlene Phillips, 
    parents
Barbara G. Breinich Annette Mathes
Gerald “Gerry” Burkholder Georgeanne Burkholder
Dorothy M. Christian, daughter John R. Christian, Sr.
Nancy K. Clippinger Ron Clippinger, husband
Frank Cossick Mr. & Mrs. John Seebeck
Earlene Shirley Petzoid Crossett Dowell Group
        Donna Keefauver
        Nancy & Susan Lange
        Solar Renewable Energy, LLC
Susan E. Davis Arthur & Sally Davis, parents
Ernest & Gladys DeFrank Linda DeFrank
D. Irene Deibler, beloved Aunt Ronald & Linda Zerbe
Helen H. DeLuca Theodore B. DeLuca
Henry & Earline Dillon Alice M. Dillon
Thong Do Lennie McCormick
Ryan Ward Donovan John & Grace Eirkson & Family
Mark Dwyer Sandra Dwyer, wife
Karen E. Engle, birthday Carol & George McCall
Donald S. Etnoyer Larry L. Etnoyer, brother
Jeffrey Faust Ella Mavretic
Leo J. Fetterman Brent Stine
David Francis Bobbie Jo Francis
Barbara Fressie Mary Ann Miick
Eugene Fultz Jr. Alice Mae Fultz, mother
Roberta W. Gerfen Albert V. Gerfen
John Grane Skip & Jean Wensyel
Harry Harvey, III Carol Harvey
William O. Henney Janet Henney
Robert Hetrick Mike & Rose Morris
Mary (Molly) Hoffman David I. Hoffman
Ryan “Leroy” Hoffman, grandson Frances W. Erb
Jane L. Hoy Mark & Tim Hoy
Frank & Lois Hutchinson David S. Hutchinson
Roy H. Jones Marie & Jerry Gaetano
T-Sarg Martin L. Kiner, WW II 1944 Betty G. Raffensperger, sister
Robert Knappman Gabe & Deb Varsanyi
Elvin E. Lebo George & Elaine Deppen
Franklin Lewis John Scott Roblyer
Arthur Longnaker, Sr. Longnaker Family
Winfield W. Loose Linglestown Women’s Club
Janet Lyter Carol A. Drotar
Robert D. Mark Wife - S. Harriet Mark
Thomas R. Marsh Debra Hoover
George McCall Sr, 100th birthday George & Carol McCall Jr.
Greta McNinney Sherry Lees, daughter
Richard Nace Carole A. Nace
Leonard J. Nowalk Annette Nowalk, wife
Flossie Ober Randy & Tammy Ober
Hazel Jean Kinney Peiffer, birthday George & Carol McCall Jr.
Janet “Jan” Pritula Faith B. Tristan
Dwaine H. Radunz Shirley H. Radunz, wife
Dean E. Rice Vivky J. Rice
Paul Rogers Cynthia R. Nye
Jane & Donald Rothgaber Donna J. Rothgaber
Frances Schenkel, mother Frances W. Erb
Jacqueline Shaver Gloria See
Mom & Dad Scott Shive

In Honor of Given by
Wayne Berardi, Thanksgiving April Pellegrini
Anne Bowman, Birthday Rosemary Fried
Scott Dunwoody Jesse Burns
   Robert H. Davis
Friends I made on the  Scott Shive
 Streets of Harrisburg    
Jamie Haines Ken & Kathy Haines
Greg Jones, Bunkertown Co B Codorus Church of the 
    Brethren
Cathie Kimmel Bruce G. Baron
Mary Ann Landis, Volunteer Jeff, Mari, Jake & 
 Service to Bethesda Mission   Zeke Landis
Lord Pharaoh Imhotep Amon Ra Deborah K. Ford
Carol McCall, November Birthday Nancy & Scott Campbell
David M. Mitterlehner, Retirement Maxine Mitterlehner
Paul Mock of Hershey Mary Lou Evans
Allison Morgan, 50th Birthday Charles & Mary Fager
Ken & Louise Peterman Scott Gardner
C. Bruce Santos, October Birthday Nancy & Scott Campbell
John & Darlene Sigman Laura Frye
Tina & Rahn Sweigard Mark & Tim Hoy
Chuck Wingate Paul & Alice Trimmer

Certificates of Love

In Honor of Given by
Sylvester M. Cook Loving Son: 

    Michael C. Cook, Sr.

Honor someone with a gift 
that provides hope, healing and 
sustenance to those in need in 
Harrisburg.  Those you honor 

will receive a certificate to remind 
them of what you did for 
Bethesda in their name.
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Mission Needs – 

Men’s Shelter
•	 Men’s	deodorant
•	 Socks
•	 Cleaning	supplies
•	 Rectangle	tables	for	
 the dining room
•	 33	gallon	trash	bags

Women  &
Children’s Shelter
•	 Boxes	of	tissues
•	 Paper	towels/
 napkins
•	 Umbrellas
•	 Journals
•	 Postage	stamps
•	 Earplugs

Youth Center
•	 An	amplifier
•	 Speakers
•	 A	guitar
•	 Arts	and	crafts	
 supplies
•	 A	stereo
•	 A	flat-screen	TV

Food Services
•	 Meats
•	 Coffee
•	 Aprons
•	 Milk
•	 Butter
•	 Vegetables
•	 Drinks
•	 Salad	dressings
•	 Condiments
•	 A	large	pizza	oven
•	 Gift	cards	to	grocery	stores

Transitional Living
•	 A	flat-screen	TV
 (46” or larger)
•	 DVD/VCR	recorder

Medical & Dental Clinics
•	 Anti-fungal	creams
•	 Individually	wrapped	
 alcohol swabs
•	 Cough	drops
•	 Therma	Care	heat	patches	
 for the back
•	 Gel	shoe	inserts	for	men
 (L or XL)
•	 Mucinex	(Guaifenesin)
•	 Milk	of	Magnesia

Please drop off all donations anytime at
611 Reily Street, Harrisburg, PA … Thank You!

Visit Amazon.com Gifts & Wish Lists to purchase new items from our needs list!

Mission
Statement

Core
Values

Since	1914,	Bethesda	Mission	has	been	a	missionary	arm	of	the	local	church,	reaching	out	to	men,	
women,	and	children	of	all	races,	nationalities	and	creeds,	providing	the	poor	and	homeless	with	
shelter,	food,	clothing,	sharing	the	good	news	of	Jesus	Christ	and	discipling	them	in	the	Christian	life.

Cornerstone Value:		Jesus Christ Is Our Foundation
Core Values:	 Relentless Pursuit of Excellence in All Things
 Faithfulness in Transforming Lives
 Integrity Without Compromise

A copy of the official registration and 
financial information may be obtained from 
the PA Department of State by calling toll 
free, within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999.  
Registration does not imply endorsement.

A higher standard.
A higher purpose.

P.O. Box 3041  •  Harrisburg, PA 17105  •  717-257-4442

Saturday, May 17, 2014
Harrisburg Area Community College – Harrisburg, PA 24th Annual

Mission Open 
Golf Tournament

July 14, 2014

at
Blue Ridge 

Country Club
8:00 a.m.

Shotgun Start

More information will be coming soon!
Visit our website at www.bethesdamission.org

 We are one of 41 organizations participating in the 2014 Highmark 
Walk for a Healthy Community.
 Highmark Blue Shield underwrites 100 percent of the cost of the 
event and funds raised directly benefits the participating organizations.
 Mark your calendar, find those walking shoes, and look for more 
information to come soon.

Won’t you join us?    Save the Dates!

http://www.bethesdamission.org/help-bethesda/needs-list
http://www.bethesdamission.org/about/directions
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/registry.html?ie=UTF8&type=wishlist&id=TDPO1KFTQRBF



